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At times, lost among the other political headlines, 
our national parks, forests, wildlife refuges and other 
public lands are under attack by Congressional 
leadership and the Trump Administration. 

Our spring newsletter focuses on the bills, resolutions 
and historic budget cuts that threaten our clean 
air and water, forests, rivers and recreational 
opportunities. Already, at least three provisions have 
made it to President Trump’s desk with more in their 
wake (See pg. 6-7).

While Washington Wild works to defend these 
treasured places from threats, we continue to support 

new protections and build support for deserving landscapes. To that end, the Wild 
Olympics Wilderness and Wild & Scenic Rivers Act was reintroduced into Congress 
in March by Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) and Representative Derek Kilmer (D-
WA08) with more than 700 local endorsements. Legislation to permanently protect 
the Methow Valley headwaters from mining was also reintroduced.  
 
Additionally, we should recognize Washington State’s rich history of bipartisan 
support for public lands that separates us from much of the rest of the country. 
Representative Dave Reichert (R-WA08) has introduced bipartisan House Resolution 
27 in support of our federal public lands and the benefits they provide. He is also one 
of 17 House Republicans to cosponsor a resolution (H. Res. 195) acknowledging and 
supporting efforts to address climate change.

As 2017 continues to unfold, we must stay vigilant and determined. In the past four 
months alone, we have activated more than 400 Washington Wild members to send 
over 1,000 letters to their Congressional leaders in support of protecting our public 
lands and the environment.

We hope you will stand with us to safeguard these special places by making a  
donation today.

For a wild and green Washington,

Tom Uniack, Executive Director

Director’s Message

Photo courtesy of Tom Uniack

NOW MORE THAN EVER IS A CRITICAL TIME  
TO PROTECT OUR PUBLIC LANDS – DONATE TODAY!

Your continued support is essential to our organization as we prepare for the months 
and years ahead under the New Congress and Presidential Administration. Make a 
donation today by mailing in the enclosed remit envelope. 

Partners for Wild Lands: Become a Monthly Donor – provide continuous support 
throughout the year by donating online at: wawild.org/donate

Thank you for standing with us to protect our public lands!

Photo courtesy of Andy Porter



Last summer, Scoutmaster Bill 
Dunnell led a group of about 30 boy 
scouts along the eastern shore of Baker 
Lake within Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest in the North Cascades. 
These scouts from Troop 100, based in 
Seattle’s Ballard neighborhood, are no 
strangers to public lands. In just the past 
year the troop has been day hiking in 
North Cascades and Olympic National 
Parks, camping in the Okanogan-
Wenatchee National Forest, climbing 
in the Mt. Adams Wilderness Area, 
and backpacking on the Chilkoot Trail 
through the Tongass National Forest.

“The mountains and streams in our 
parks, wilderness areas, and national 

“Washington Wild works every day to balance the 
needs of the wide range of user groups who value 
and support our public lands. These lands connect 
all of us and we must continue to pass on that 
legacy to future generations.”

forests makes the scouting experience 
possible,” said Bill Dunnell, Scoutmaster 
for the 75-year-old Boy Scout Troop 100. 
“I have seen first-hand how these public 
lands serve as the perfect place to build 
character and instill leadership skills in 
our young scouts.” 

However, in the past few months our 
national parks, forests, and wildlife 

refuges have come under a concerted 
attack by Republican leadership in 
the U.S. Congress and the new Trump 
Administration. In Congress, more 
than a dozen bills have been introduced 
that take aim at existing environmental 
protections and public lands that provide 
clean air and water, critical wildlife 
habitat, and recreational opportunities 
for families. The Trump Administration’s 

Twin Lakes at Winchester Mountain, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest. Photo courtesy of Andy Porter.

Photo courtesy of Bill Dunnell
Bill Dunnell, Scoutmaster, Boy Scout Troop 100
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cabinet choices and stances on 
protecting the environment has signaled 
to us that the next four years will require 
vigilance and sustained advocacy if we 
are to keep existing protections in place.   
 

U.S. CONGRESS 
On the very first day of the new 
Congressional session, the House of 
Representatives passed a controversial 
provision (H.R. 5) changing the way 
Congress calculates the costs and 
economic value of federal parks, forests, 
and national wildlife refuges. The 
provision implies that our public lands 
have zero intrinsic or economic value, 
paving the way for transferring or selling 
of these lands to the highest bidder. 
The measure passed 238-183, sending 
a sobering signal of what is in store for 
these treasured landscapes that are owned 
by and managed for all Americans.

The House followed that vote with 
additional bills that would sell off 
millions of acres of Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

lands to the states. In one case, the sale 
would come with a mandate to manage 
the formerly national forest lands for 
timber production rather than for clean 
water, recreation, or wildlife habitat.  
 
“Over the past several years, sportsmen 
have seen their access to areas to hunt 
and fish significantly cut on private and 
federal lands, making federal public 
lands increasingly valuable,” said Jason 
Bausher, a banker and sportsman in 
Sequim, WA. “For that reason, you 
are seeing sportsmen speak out loudly 
against selling off public lands.” 

 
When Representative Jason Chaffetz 
(R-UT03) introduced a bill to sell 
off 3 million acres of BLM lands, 
conservation, outdoor recreation groups, 
and sportsmen came together to defend 
those public lands. Their voices were 
heard. Chaffetz posted a picture of 
himself in hunting gear on Facebook, 
with a message that he would withdraw 
the legislation. 

Another wave of attacks has focused 

on repealing recently finalized 
rules protecting rivers, forests, and 
watersheds on public lands with a 
seldom-used law, the Congressional 
Review Act. One of these provisions 
would eliminate restrictions on coal 
companies dumping waste into streams. 
The second provision repeals increased 
transparency and public input for 
federal land management plans. A third 
provision allows aggressive hunting 
practices against wolves and bears in 
National Wildlife Refuges. Each of 
these passed both houses of Congress 
and were signed into law by President 
Trump. Other bills that would overturn 
restrictions on drilling in national parks 
and mandate zero value for public lands 
are moving through Congress.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
In addition to threats from Congress, 
our public lands and environment are 
also being targeted by the incoming 
Trump Administration. The President 
wasted no time signing eighteen 
executive orders in the first two weeks, 
including resuming construction of the 
controversial Dakota access pipeline 
projects opposed by Tribal, conservation, 
and social justice advocates. Another 
executive order emphasized his 
devaluation of the importance of 
government, requiring federal agencies 
to simplistically eliminate two regulations 
for every new regulation they finalize. 

 
“Our Tribe relies on federal agencies to 
appropriately manage public lands and 
all of our natural resources to ensure that 
our treaty rights are protected. This is 
more than a request. It is an obligation 
to our people,” said Terry Williams, 
member and Commissioner of Treaty 
Rights for the Tulalip Tribe, who has 

Washington’s Chopaka Lake managed by the Bureau 
of Land Management, whose recent updates to 
30-year-old planning regulations were repealed by 
the current Congress and President Trump.

Photo courtesy of Jason Bausher

“Over the past several years, sportsmen have seen 
their access to areas to hunt and fish significantly 
cut on private and federal lands, making federal 
public lands increasingly valuable.”

Jason Bausher, local sportsman, Sequim, WA
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TAKE ACTION!

worked on this issue for 34 years. “We 
are extremely concerned over the lack 
of attention and importance that this 
Administration has shown toward the 
role that these natural resource agencies 
must play moving forward.”

The President’s cabinet choices to head 
key natural resource agencies sent 
another shiver down the spines of public 
land advocates. His choices to head the 
Environmental Protection Agency (Scott 
Pruitt) and the Secretary of Energy (Rick 
Perry) have both called for the agencies 
they now lead to be abolished. His choice 
for Secretary of Agriculture (Sonny 
Perdue) is a climate change denier. His 
pick for Secretary of Interior voted for the 
environment just 4% of the time while in 
the House of Representatives, according 
to the League of Conservation Voters.   

  
A persistent theme from the Trump 
Administration has been to “deconstruct” 
or impede the work of federal agencies 
like the Environmental Protection Agency 
or the Bureau of Land Management. As 
with many past presidential transitions, 
the Trump Whitehouse placed a hiring 
freeze on all federal agencies and 
instituted a “gag order” requiring all 
agency decisions and communications 
to be run through the White House. 
However, unlike his predecessors, these 
restrictions have not been lifted after 

“We are extremely concerned over the lack of 
attention and importance that this Administration 
has shown toward the role that these natural 
resource agencies must play moving forward.”

Alpine Peaks in the Mt Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 
managed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, which is 
facing a 21% cut under President Trump’s proposed budget.

several weeks. Equally concerning is 
that more than 500 key agency posts 
were left unfilled two months into the 
administration.  

Perhaps the most debilitating threat to 
our public lands and clean air and water is 
the proposed historic cuts to key natural 
resource agency funding in the President’s 
budget. While the Defense Department 
stands to receive a $54 billion increase, 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
would be cut by 31%, its lowest level of 
funding since the agency’s establishment 
40 years ago. The Department of the 
Interior, which includes the National 
Park Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and BLM, would be cut nearly 
12% to the lowest level in 21 years. The 
Department of Agriculture, including 
the Forest Service, would be cut 21% to  
a 40-year low.  

 
Washington Wild and other conservation, 
wildlife, recreation, and sportsmen 

Terry Williams, Member and Commissioner of Treaty Rights for the Tulalip Tribe

organizations are committed to fighting 
these attacks on our public lands. We 
have defended our public lands from 
Congressional and Administrative attacks 
before, and we will do it again.   

 
“Washington Wild works every day to 
balance the needs of the wide range of 
user groups who value and support our 
public lands,” said Dunnell, “These lands 
connect all of us and we must continue to 
pass on that legacy to future generations.” 

Washington Wild is actively 
monitoring more than a dozen 

pieces of legislation in Congress 
that target our public lands and 

the environment.

Make your voice heard:
wawild.org/engage/legislative-threats

5
Photo courtesy of Paul Zaretsky



*according to the League of Conservation Voters

INTRODUCED INTRODUCEDPASSED THE HOUSE PASSED THE HOUSEPASSED THE SENATE PASSED THE SENATESIGNED INTO LAW SIGNED INTO LAW

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED
PASSED THE 

HOUSE

PASSED THE  

SENATE

SIGNED  

INTO LAW

H.J.Res. 38: Allow Oil Companies  
to Dump Waste in Streams X X X X
H.J.Res. 44: Repeal Improved Public 
Lands Planning Rules X X X X
H.J.Res. 69:  Allow Hunting of Wolves 
and Bears in National Wildlife Refuges X X X X
H.J.Res. 36: Allow Oil Companies  
to Burn Greenhouse Gasses X X
H.R. 5: Mandate Zero Value  
for Public Lands X X
H.J. Res. 46: Allow Drilling in National 
Parks X
H.R. Res. 621: Sell Off 3 Million Acres 
of Public Lands X
H.R. 622: Weaken Law Enforcement on 
Federal Lands X
H.R. 232:  Sell Off 2 Million Acres  
of National Forest Lands X
S 33/ S 132: Impede National  
Monument Designation X
H.R. 861:  Abolish the  
Environmental Protection Agency X

11%

19%

2%

7%

At time of press, this was the most current information available.

WITHDRAWN! 

Two Front WAR On  Our Public Lands
“To better protect the environment we should 

abolish the EPA and downstream resources to  

states for more effective & efficient protection.”

Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Florida, Feb 2, 2017

U.S. CONGRESS

PAUL RYAN

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (R-WI) 
directs the legislative agenda for the U.S. 
House of Representatives and votes for the 
environment only 11%* of the time.

ROB BISHOP

Congressman Rob Bishop (R-UT) is the Chair of 
the House Natural Resources Committee dealing 
with legislation on public lands and votes for 
the environment only 2%* of the time.

MITCH MCCONNELL

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-
KY) directs the legislative agenda for the U.S. 
Senate and votes for the environment only  
7%* of the time.

LISA MURKOWSKI

Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) is the Chair of the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
dealing with legislation on public lands and votes 
for the environment only 19%* of the time. 

Who,s In Charge?? antI-PublIC lands 
bIll traCker

H.J. RES. 46: ALLOW DRILLING IN NATIONAL PARKS

A CRA Resolution that would repeal regulations and allow for gas and mining 
companies to increase drilling in over 40 National Parks. It also gives the National 
Parks Service very little say in how drilling happens. 

H.R. 232:  SELL OFF 2 MILLION ACRES OF NATIONAL FOREST LANDS

This bill would allow states to purchase up to 2 million acres of National Forest 
lands that must be managed for timber production rather than other values. This 
strips the Forest Service of the ability to carry out its mission—to balance uses of 
USFS lands for Public Good. 

neW legIslatIon



4%

31%

21%

12%

At time of press, this was the most current information available.

Two Front WAR On  Our Public Lands
“We’ll be fine with the environment. 

We can leave a little bit, but you can’t 

destroy businesses.”

Presidential candidate Trump, oct 18, 2015

TRUMP ADMIN

budgets Cut to 
hIstorIC loWs

RYAN ZINKE

Former Congressman Ryan Zinke (R-MT) has been confirmed as the 
Interior Secretary which includes the National Park Service, Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Bureau of Land Management. While in 
Congress, he voted for the environment only 4%* of the time.

SONNY PERDUE

Former Republican Governor of Georgia Sonny Perdue has been 
nominated as Agriculture Secretary, which manages the 193 
million-acre National Forest System. He has a strong history of 
supporting agri-business and is a climate change denier, calling 
climate science “ridiculous.”

SCOTT PRUITT

Former Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt has been 
confirmed as Administrator of the EPA which protects our clean 
air and water, manages pollution and environmental cleanup and 
addresses climate change impacts. He has sued the very agency he 
now leads more than a dozen times and is a climate change denier.

RICK PERRY

Former Texas Governor Rick Perry has been confirmed as Energy 
Secretary which sets national energy policy which has impacts 
on climate change issues. In a 2011 Presidential debate he called 
for abolishing the entire Department that he now leads.

Who,s In Charge??

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Preserves clean air and water, protects human  
health and fights pollution and climate change.

           Lowest Budget EVER

Includes management of 78% of federal  
lands including National Parks and Wildlife  
Refuges and BLM.   

       Lowest Budget in 21 YEARS

 Includes the US Forest Service which  
manages over 90 million acres of federal  
forest land. 

Lowest Budget in 40 YEARS

Forest Protections Threatened
Over the next four years, we expect efforts by the Trump Administration to strip protections for our last 
remaining old-growth roadless forests. Efforts of this nature by the Bush Administration to eliminate the 
Roadless Rule were ultimately defeated by conservationists, recreationists and sportsmen.

Campbell Grove in Moonlight Dome IRA. Photo courtesy of Thomas O’Keefe.
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DEFENDING OUR PUBLIC LANDS
By Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 
  
President Theodore Roosevelt told us, “The nation behaves well if it treats the natural 
resources as assets which it must turn over to the next generation increased; and not impaired  
in value.” These words remain as true today as they were a hundred years ago. But this 
message bears repeating for my colleagues in Congress and the Trump Administration.   
  
Today, in the halls of Congress and in legislatures across the West, there is a concerted 
attack on America’s public lands. These attacks fly in the face of the values represented by 
recreationists, sportsmen, Tribes, local communities, local businesses, the outdoor and tourism industries, and families.   
  
As the Ranking Member of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, I will continue to defend our national parks, 
forests, wildlife refuges, and other federal lands from the onslaught of legislation threatening these treasured landscapes. All 
Americans share a heritage and legacy represented by these lands. For those of us who have the good fortune to call Washington 
state home, places like Mt. Rainier, North Cascades and Olympic National Parks, the San Juan Islands and Mount Saint Helens 
National Monuments, and our National Forests across the state are a central part of the unique quality of life we all enjoy.  
  
In the first two months of the 115th Congress, more than a dozen pieces of legislation threatening our public lands and natural 
resources have been introduced. Many of these bills use an obscure law, the Congressional Review Act, to repeal recently 
finalized conservation regulations under the Obama Administration with a simple majority vote. Once repealed, agencies within 
the Department of Interior, like Bureau of Land Management, cannot make any new rules in the same issue area, forgoing the 
opportunity to allow these agencies to fix the rule if the president signs the legislation into law. 
  
Other stand-alone bills have focused on abolishing the Environmental Protection Agency, selling off millions of acres of public 
lands and eliminating the ability of the president to designate national monuments.   
  
These attacks are just the beginning. It is more important, now than ever, to understand what’s at risk. Our public lands are 
economic drivers and sanctuaries for those who love to hunt, fish, hike, climb, and simply want to be outside. These are kids 
visiting Mount Rainier for the first time, veterans escaping the city to experience the serenity of nature, and tourists traveling 
from around the world to visit our extraordinary parks and forests. This participation in outdoor recreation generates over 
$22.5 billion in consumer spending, $1.6 billion in state and local tax revenue and 227,000 direct jobs in Washington state. This 
Administration has put forward policies that roll back environmental regulations and favor the interests of the oil, gas, and coal 
industries, putting our outdoor recreation economy, public lands, and clean air and water at risk.  
  
I will not let this happen. We are going to continue to fight dangerous, short sighted policies with everything we have here in 
Congress. I will be vigilant on Senate floor—all night if needed—to make sure my colleagues and the public understand how  
bills and regulations that attack our public lands and the  
environment will negatively affect the economy and quality  
of life for many.   
  
But I can’t do this alone. I need you—Washington Wild  
members and the whole environmental community—to help 
protect our great outdoors. I need you to call your elected 
officials in both Washingtons to let them know that our public 
lands are a key part of who we are and a deserving legacy to  
pass on to our children’s children.  
  
Together we can move forward in a united way to protect our 
air, land, and water for future generations. ∆

Photo courtesy of 
Senator Cantwell.

Photo courtesy of Senator Cantwell.



Local Endorsements Grow  
TO MORE THAN 700  
as Wild Olympics  
Legislation Reintroduced 
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The South Fork Skokomish Proposed Wild & 
Scenic River on Olympic National Forest. Photo 
courtesy of the Wild Olympics Campaign.

Despite the seemingly continuous 
bad news for wild places coming out of 
Washington D.C., here in Washington 
State support for protecting forests and 
rivers continues to grow. On March 
2, 2017, the Olympic Peninsula-based 
Wild Olympics Campaign, of which 
Washington Wild is a founding member, 
celebrated the reintroduction of the Wild 
Olympics Wilderness and Wild & Scenic 
Rivers Act by Senator Patty Murray (D-
WA) and Representative Derek Kilmer 
(D-WA08) into Congress.  

 

This legislation would permanently 
protect more than 126,000 acres of 
Olympic National Forest as Wilderness 
and 19 rivers and their major 
tributaries, totaling more than 460 
miles, as Wild & Scenic Rivers.  
 
Designed through extensive community 
input to protect ancient forests, clean 
water, and enhance outdoor recreation, 
the legislation would designate the first 
new Wilderness on Olympic National 

Forest in nearly three decades and 
first-ever Wild & Scenic Rivers on the 
Olympic Peninsula. 

 
“[Wild Olympics] protects the rivers 
and streams vital to the health of 
our hatcheries and to the health and 
restoration of Puget Sound. Our oyster 
beds depend on the clean, cold, silt-free 
water that drains off Olympic National 
Forest into Hood Canal,” said Bill Taylor, 
President of Taylor Shellfish Farms near  
Shelton. “Protecting these watersheds 
allows our industry to grow, expand and 
continue to benefit the economy and 
ecology of Washington State. 

 
As part of the bill re-introduction, 
the Wild Olympics Campaign also 
unveiled over 150 new endorsements 
from local Olympic Peninsula elected 
officials and businesses rallying behind 
the Wild Olympics legislation. The new 
additions bring the total number of local 
Olympic Peninsula businesses, CEOs, 
elected officials, farms, faith leaders and 
sportsmen, and conservation and outdoor 
recreation groups to more than 700 
endorsers, including the mayors of Port 
Townsend, Hoquiam, Ocean Shores and 
Elma, among many others. The new 
endorsements by local Olympic Peninsula 
business owners, mayors, and city 
council members from all four counties 
of the Peninsula were collected over the 
last several months through a sign-on 
letter addressed to Senator Murray and 
Representative Kilmer. More than 12,000 
local Olympic Peninsula residents have 
signed petitions in support of the bill.  

 
“As an outdoor recreation business owner 
and an avid outdoorsman, my livelihood 
and lifestyle depend on clean, free-
flowing rivers,” said Sarah Muszynski, 
Owner, Blue Horizons Paddlesports 
near Lake Cushman and one of the 
150 new endorsements announced in 
March. “Visitors from around the world 
come to experience the place we call 
home. Protecting these resources is an 
investment in our region’s economic 
future, and the smart thing to do.” ∆

“As an outdoor recreation business owner and 
an avid outdoorsman, my livelihood and lifestyle 
depend on clean, free-flowing rivers.”

Sarah Muszynski, Owner, Blue Horizons Paddlesports



BRET WIRTA
Owner, Holiday Inn and Conference Center, Quality Inn  
and Suites, and Black Bear Diner in Sequim, WA

With roots 
originally from 
Lake Sunapee, 
NH, Bret grew 
up hiking in the 
woods, fishing in 
the mountainside 
brooks, and 
camping on 
the beach. His 
grandparents 
were the live-in 

caretakers of Soo-Nipi Lodge, a 400-acre resort around the 
beautiful lake. It was a defining moment for Bret when the hotel 
was torn down, the property sold, and access to that outdoor 
space lost. He knew that not only being in the great outdoors, 
but having access to those special places was extremely 
important.  
 
Years later, Bret carried his passion for the outdoors and the 
tourism industry to the Pacific Northwest. Bret and his wife, 
Trisha, have built their own hospitality company, operating 
two hotels and a restaurant near Olympic National Park 
and Olympic National Forest.  As a local business owner, he 
understands the importance of protecting public lands from a 
conservation perspective and from an economic perspective.   
 
Olympic Peninsula businesses rely on intact forests that provide 
clean water and quality fish habitat—and the tourism industry 
relies on recreation opportunities, such as hiking, kayaking, 
paddling, fishing, and camping. Bret is one of more than 700 
local endorsers of the balanced Wild Olympics proposal, which 
would protect these ecological and recreation values, while not 
impacting timber jobs on the Olympic Peninsula. 
 
“Washington Wild understands the power of a big tent 
philosophy comprised of diverse local support for the 
protection of wild places like the Wild Olympics,” said Bret, one 
of the local business endorsers of the Wild Olympics proposal. 
“As the owner of a leading business in Sequim, I understand 
that these natural resources and stunning landscapes are an 
important community asset and should be protected.” 
 
Bret has been a strong supporter of Washington Wild for many 
years and he also serves on the Board of Washington’s National 
Park Fund. When not at work, you can usually find Bret and 
Trisha backpacking in one of the incredible outdoor spaces that 
have been protected thanks to groups like Washington Wild.

CARLA VILLAR
Washington Wild Board Member and Executive Director at 
artEAST in Issaquah

Just months after 
a major oil spill 
off the Gulf Coast 
in 2010, close to 
her hometown, 
Mobile, Alabama, 
Carla knew she 
wanted to re-
connect with the 
environmental 
advocacy she had 
focused on in 

college and law school. She found that opportunity by joining 
the Board of Directors for Washington Wild. With a home in 
Bellevue, Carla has enjoyed hiking the nearby trails, especially 
protected wild places like the Alpine Lakes Wilderness area. Her 
passion for the outdoors made volunteering with Washington 
Wild a natural fit. 
 
In her tenure as a Board member, Carla has held many roles, 
including serving as Board Secretary and Chair of multiple 
committees, including Fundraising and Strategic Planning. She 
has played a major role in developing a larger and more engaged 
Board, launching two strategic plans, and the re-branding for 
the organization in 2012.    
 
Since the speed at which wild lands and waters bills get through 
Congress can be fairly slow, Carla was not sure if any legislation 
would pass while she was on the board, but on December 
19, 2014, President Obama signed into law the Alpine Lakes 
Wilderness Additions and Pratt and Middle Fork Snoqualmie 
Rivers Protection Act. This legislation designated more than 
22,000 of new Wilderness and nearly 40 miles of Wild & Scenic 
Rivers.  Another key victory during her tenure occurred in 2012 
when the Roadless Rule was upheld by the Supreme Court. 
Washington Wild had led statewide efforts for more than a 
decade to fight for nearly two million acres of protected roadless 
forests. 
 
It has been an honor for her to celebrate these accomplishments, 
while also strengthening multiple aspects for the organization. 
“My personal mission is to leave every organization better than 
when I joined.  I am really excited that there are many great, 
talented, and engaged board members paired with a staff that 
is small, but mighty and has potential to grow,” reflected Carla. 
“I hope Washington Wild will continue to grow. We need 
organizations like Washington Wild fighting harder than ever 
given our current unique political climate.”

Wild Profiles
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Conservation Updates

The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) recently 
announced a decision to add two new 
trails within and adjacent to the Wild 
Sky Wilderness, Frog Mountain and 
Alpine Falls, along the U.S. Highway 2 
corridor near the town of Skykomish. 
The new trails were part of a trail 
study associated with the Wild Sky 
Wilderness designation. Two years 
prior, Washington Wild coordinated 
a letter to the USFS with 12 other 

At the end of 2016, The Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) announced 
a segregation notice for 340,000 acres 
in the Methow Headwaters region to 
essentially protect it from mining for a 
two-year period. This is a critical step 
towards vital protections in Washington 
State for current and future generations. 
To extend this protection permanently, 
Senators Maria Cantwell and Patty 

Photo courtesy of Steven Fey

Photo courtesy of Hannah Dewey

Earlier this year, Washington Wild 
co-hosted three events with Brewshed® 
Partners (Black Raven Brewery in 
Redmond, Naked City Brewery & 
Taphouse in Seattle, and Aslan Brewing 
Company in Bellingham) to address 
the two-front attack to our public 
lands from Congress and the Trump 
Administration. 

Our Executive Director, Tom Uniack, 
guided participants through more 
than a dozen legislative attacks that 
impact our conservation work – while 
providing action steps for individuals 

Murray reintroduced S.566, the 
Methow Headwaters Protection Act 
of 2017, which would permanently 
protect these Okanogan-Wenatchee 
National Forest lands from new 
industrial-scale mine development. 
The legislation has support form 
conservation and recreation groups, 
the robust local tourism economy, and 
rural communities in the valley.

METHOW HEADWATERS RECEIVES TWO YEAR PROTECTION  
FROM MINING INTERESTS

TWO NEW TRAILS ADDED IN WILD SKY COUNTRY

prominent Washington conservation 
and recreation organizations 
supporting the creation of these two 
new trails. These additions provide 
increased access to the Wild Sky 
Wilderness and surrounding area 
and are located to meet the growing 
demand for outdoor recreation close to 
the Greater Seattle Area.

Brewshed® Program Engages Members and New 
Faces in Redmond, Seattle, and Bellingham 

to write their Congressional leaders.  
The open dialogue and face-to-face 
interaction with participants was a  
huge success! We will continue to 
provide opportunities for Washington 
Wild members and the local 
communities to get involved.
 
At each of these events a portion of 
each pint sold was donated by our  
Brewshed Partners in support of 
keeping Washington wild, green,  
and full of great beer.

ATTEND OUR NEXT EVENT! 
Each month we co-host events with Brewshed® 

Partners – whether it is a documentary 
screening, presentation, or simply a happy  

hour – stop by to meet our staff and volunteers! 

Stay up to date at: wawild.org/events
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SATURDAY, JUNE 3rd

12 PM-5 PM

LOCATION

Hale’s Ales Palladium
4301 Leary Way NW, Seattle, WA 98107

PURCHASE TICKETS

brewshedbeer2017.bpt.me
Tickets include: 8 tasting tokens,  
commemorative glass and entry.

Sample a wide variety of  
delicious beers in support of  

Washington’s Wilderness Legacy!

Your support is essential to our organization as we prepare for the months and years ahead under the New  
Congress and Presidential Administration. Make a donation today by mailing in the enclosed remit envelope. 

      Now more than ever is a critical time to protect our public  
      lands! Thank you for supporting a wild and green Washington!

BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR!

DONATE TODAY!

Provide continuous support throughout the year by donating online at:     wawild.org/donate

$30 
 PER TICKET

$25 with discount 
code: PEAKTOPINT


