
 

 

September 12, 2014 

 

 

The Honorable Mary Landrieu, Chair   The Honorable Doc Hastings, Chair    

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee House Natural Resources Committee 

United States Senate     U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20515 

 

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski , Ranking Member The Honorable Peter DeFazio, Ranking Member 

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee House Natural Resources Committee 

United States Senate     U.S. House of Representatives  

Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Committee Chairs and Ranking Members: 

  

As business leaders of companies in Washington State we are writing in support of protecting our unique heritage 

of public lands in the Evergreen State. Recently, research has confirmed what business owners in Washington have 

known for some time, that quality of life issues, like access to wild lands and waters or historic destinations, is a 

key component to attracting top talent and corresponding economic growth. We view these protected public lands 

as recreational and economic assets to our employees, Washington residents and visitors from around the world and 

therefore support efforts to further protect these resources. 

 

We are aware that there are several public lands bills pending final approval in Congress that would preserve 

important natural resources and make a significant contribution to local economies by sustaining or improving the 

quality of life for Washington residents.   

 

For example, the Manhattan Project National Historical Park Act (H.R. 1208/S.507) offers the National Park 

Service the opportunity to share the complex story of the Manhattan Project. The park would interpret the national 

contributions made by Tri-Cities residents, how the project helped empower women into the workplace and the 

resulting impacts of atomic power and nuclear energy. The park would address the fact that only a small percentage 

of our national parks are currently dedicated to interpreting science and technology. 

 

The Alpine Lakes Wilderness Additions and Pratt and Middle Fork Snoqualmie Rivers Protection Act (H.R. 

361/S.112) is a bi-partisan bill with local support from more than 300 elected officials, sportsmen, local businesses 

and other stakeholders. This legislation would protect clean water, native trout, world-class outdoor recreation and 
the high quality of life that give us a competitive edge over other regions in attracting and retaining the talented 

people our companies require. 

 

Legislation to designate Illabot Creek as a Wild and Scenic River (H.R.829/S.383) has garnered support from 

local elected officials, businesses, sportsmen, and adjacent land owners. Wild & Scenic designation would protect 

stream flows and important spawning habitat for iconic Northwest salmon species in this creek which flows into the 

Skagit Wild & Scenic River – a premier recreational destination and highly important watershed for salmon 

recovery. 

 

The Mountains to Sound Greenway National Heritage Area Act (H.R.1785/S.2602) is bipartisan legislation 

supported by 2,000 local stakeholders and individuals that would unite varied interest groups and consummate 
twenty years of conservation efforts and coordination to promote tourism, protect our quality of life, conserve our 

natural resources and help the farming, forestry and outdoor recreation industries thrive on the doorstep of the 15th 

largest metropolitan area in the nation. 

 

Our people are our key asset, and even in the current difficult economic environment, many of our 

employees can find work wherever they wish.  But they choose to live and work here largely because of the high 

quality of living, outdoor recreation and spectacular views offered by our public lands legacy here in the Evergreen 

State.    



 

 

  

The preeminent business strategists of our times- Michael Porter of Harvard and Tom Peters have been stressing the 

need for this business mindset for many years now. “We have entered the Age of Talent. People (their creativity, 

their intellectual capital, their entrepreneurial drive) is all there is.  But to attract and retain Awesome Talent, an 

organization must offer up an Awesome Place to Work.’’ (Peters) Whether it is the snow-capped peaks of the 

Cascades mountains, the deep waters of the Puget Sound or the role Hanford played in American history, 

Washington’s public lands are an important asset for businesses and people alike.   

 

There is new statistical evidence of these competitive advantages.  Headwaters Economics’ West is Best-How 

Public Lands in the West Create a Competitive Economic Advantage, published in November 2012, documents 

how the West’s popular national parks, monuments, wilderness areas and other protected public lands have given 

its growing high-tech and services industries competitive advantages. As a result, these economies have 

outperformed the rest of the U.S. economy in key measures of growth–employment, population, and personal 

income–during the last four decades.  Closer to home, in the past two decades, Washington State’s population grew 

56 percent faster than the nation as a whole, adding nearly 2 million people, creating jobs and growing our 

economy.  

  

We urge you to work with the Washington Congressional delegation to add to the continuing legacy of bipartisan 

support for public lands in Washington State. Those of us who live and work here and our families for years to 

come will thank you for such a wise investment in the land and people of Washington.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maud Daudon 

President and CEO 

Seattle Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce 

Seattle, WA 

 

Carl Adrian 

President and CEO 

Tri-City Development Council 

Kennewick, WA   

 

Brad Tilden 

Chairman and CEO 

Alaska Air Group 

Seattle, WA 

 

Mike Janicki  

President 

Janicki Logging and Construction 

Sedro-Woolley, WA 

 

Tim Overland  

President  

Security Properties 

Seattle, WA 

 

Douglas Reed 

President 

Green Diamond Resource Company 

Shelton, WA 

 

 

Jim Armstrong 

CEO 

Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce 

Ellensburg, WA 

 

J. Thomas Ranken 

President and CEO  

Washington Clean Technology Alliance  

Seattle, WA 

 

William H. Chapman 

President and CEO  

Millennium Bulk Terminals 

Longview, WA 

 

Tod McDonald  

CFO and COO 

Tully's Coffee 

Seattle, WA 

 

Kurt R. Fraese, L.G. 

President and CEO  

GeoEngineers, Inc. 

Seattle, WA 

 

Scott M. Sax 

President and Project Manager 

Washington Closure Hanford, LLC 

Richland, WA 

 

 



 

 

Scott Wyatt  

Partner and Chairman of the Board 

NBBJ Design 

Seattle, WA 

 

David C. Sturtevant 

Vice President 

CH2M HILL 

Bellevue, WA 

 

John Rose 

Chairman and Interim CEO 

MicroSteam Inc. 

Seattle, WA 

 

A-P Hurd 

Vice President 

Touchstone Corporation 

Seattle, WA 

 

Ron Sher 

President 

Sher Partners 

Bellevue, WA 

 

Bruce Gryniewski 

Seattle Office Managing Partner 

Gallatin Public Affairs 

Seattle, WA 

 

Jim Reinhardsen 

Principal and Senior Managing Director 

HEARTLAND LLC 

Seattle, WA 

 

Rob Fallon 

President 

Fallon Technology 

Leavenworth, WA 

 

Ruth True 

President  

Nube9 and Nube Green  

Seattle, WA 

 

Mark Liffmann 

Vice President of Business Development 

Clean Power Research 

Kirkland, WA 

 

Adam Rynd 

Owner and Managing Broker 

Coldwell Banker Lake Chelan Properties 

Chelan, WA 

Bill Lampson 

President  

Lampson International, LLC 

Kennewick, WA 

 

Jerry Stritzke 

President and CEO 

REI - Recreational Equipment, Inc. 

Seattle, WA  

 

Tom Bihn 

President 

TOM BIHN, Inc. 

Seattle, WA 

 

Fran Forgette 

Partner 

Rettig Osborne Forgette, LLP 

Kennewick, WA 

 

Owen Hurd 

President 

Tuusso Energy, LLC 

Seattle, WA  

 

Ken Meidell  

President and COO 

Outdoor Research 

Seattle, WA 

 

John Fulton 

President 

CH2M Hill Plateau Remediation Company 

Richland, WA 

 

John Kueber 

COO, Seattle & Group Publisher, Pacific NW 

Tiger Oak Publications, Inc. 

Seattle, WA  

 

Dave Goldberg 

President 

Mithun 

Seattle, WA 

 

Gerald Hirschler 

CEO 

Hirschler Manufacturing Inc. 

Kirkland, WA  

 

Danny Levine  

President  

NationAd Communications  

Seattle, WA 



 

 

Gary Petersen 

Vice President, Hanford Programs 

Tri-City Development Council 

Kennewick, WA  

 

Peter Dykstra 

Partner 

Plauché & Carr LLP 

Seattle, WA  

 

Deborah Jensen 

President and CEO  

Woodland Park Zoo Society  

Seattle WA 

 

Adam Pearson 

Chief of Staff to the President and COO 

Intellectual Ventures 

Bellevue, WA 

 

Helen Cherullo  

Publisher 

Mountaineers Books 

Seattle, WA  

 

Kevin Kelly  

Government & Community Relations Manager  

Recology® CleanScapes 

Seattle, WA  

 

Oliver and Pamela Brulotte 

Proprietors 

Icicle Brewing Company 

Leavenworth, WA 

 

Aaron Toso 

Principal 

Gallatin Public Affairs 

Seattle, WA 

 

Van Katzman 

Principal 

Ascent Law Partners  

Seattle, WA 

 

Kobi Yamada 

President and CEO 

Compendium, Inc. 

Seattle, WA 

 

Eric Linxweiler 

President and Managing Consultant 

Inflection Point 

Seattle, WA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: Washington Congressional Delegation 



 

 

 


