
    

 
                                                                     
                                                                     

 

  

 

 

 

 

October 6, 2017 

 

Forest Supervisor Jamie Kingsbury or Objection Reviewing Officer 

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 

Attn. 1570 Appeals and Objections 

2930 Wetmore Ave. 

Everett, WA 98201 

 

Re: OBJECTION –Swen Larsen Quarry Expansion 

 

Sent via electronic email to: objections-pnw-mtbaker-snoqualmie@fs.fed.us 

 

Dear Forest Supervisor Kingsbury: 

 

The undersigned organizations received notice of the U.S. Forest Service’s draft decision to move forward 

with the Swen Larsen Quarry expansion into the Mt. Baker West Inventoried Roadless Area after completing 

an environmental assessment on this issue. Pursuant to 36 C.F.R. Part 218 (2016), we timely object to that 

draft decision.  

 

Identification of Objectors 

 

Tom Uniack (Lead Objector) 

Executive Director 

Washington Wild  

305 North 83rd Street  

Seattle, WA 98103 

(206) 633-1992 

tom@wawild.org 

 

Washington Wild is a statewide 501(c)3 nonprofit organization focused on protecting wild lands and waters 

in Washington State through advocacy, education and civic engagement. Throughout Washington State we 

draw from a membership core of more than 1,500 and an advocacy base of more than 7,000 supporters. 

Founded in 1979 Washington Wild has played an invaluable role in permanently protecting nearly three 

million acres of Wilderness throughout Washington State while also preserving and enhancing recreational 

access. Our success comes from our flexible, pragmatic approach, and ability to form coalitions with diverse 

allies.   

 

Marlies Wierenga 

Pacific Northwest Conservation Manager 

WildEarth Guardians 

107 SE Washington Street, #490 

Portland, OR 97214 

mailto:objections-pnw-mtbaker-snoqualmie@fs.fed.us
mailto:tom@wawild.org
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mwierenga@wildearthguardians.org 

 

WildEarth Guardians is a nonprofit conservation organization with offices in Oregon, Washington and five 

other states. WildEarth Guardians has more than 160,000 members and supporters across the U.S. Guardians 

works to protect and restore wildlife, wild places, wild rivers, and the health of the American West. 

WildEarth Guardians has organizational interests in roadless areas and the proper and lawful management of 

the forest road system and its associated impacts on the Mt. Baker National Forest’s wildlife and wild places. 

 

Pam Borso 

President 

North Cascades Audubon Society 

PO Box 5805 

Bellingham, WA 98227-5805 

borsope@aol.com 

 

Since 1970, the North Cascades Audubon Society has represented the interests and importance of wildlife, 

habitat and the environment in Whatcom County. Through scientific research, environmental education, 

stewardship and advocacy, NCAS provides a variety of services and opportunities for members and the 

public to engage with the natural world. 

 

Tom Hammond 

President 

North Cascades Conservation Council  

P.O. Box 95980 

Seattle, WA 98145-2980 

tphammond@gmail.com 

 

Since 1957, North Cascade Conservation Council has worked to protect and preserve the North Cascades’ 

lands, waters, plants, and wildlife through public participation and legal channels. We actively support 

expanding the North Cascades National Park, establishing new Wilderness Areas, protecting wildlife, 

promoting environmentally sound recreational use in wild areas, and protecting old-growth trees. We take 

action to stop damaging timber sales, while supporting responsible forest management and protecting 

forestlands from conversion to non-forest uses. We are an independent, all-volunteer organization whose 

work is carried out by our board and 400 members.  

 

Katherine Johnson 

Forest Practices Chair 

Pilchuck Audubon Society 

1429 Avenue D, PMB 198 

Snohomish, WA  98290 

forest@pilchuckaudubon.org 

 

Pilchuck Audubon Society (PAS) is a grass-roots environmental organization with members throughout 

Snohomish County and Camano Island, Washington. The mission of Pilchuck Audubon Society is to 

conserve and restore natural ecosystems focusing on birds and other wildlife for the benefit of the earth’s 

biological diversity.  Education, advocacy, community activism, and citizen science are the major avenues 

we will use to achieve our goal to protect and enhance the natural environment in Snohomish County, 

Camano Island and the State of Washington. We serve as a local chapter of the National Audubon Society. 

PAS is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt, non-profit organization incorporated in the state of Washington. 

 

mailto:mwierenga@wildearthguardians.org
mailto:borsope@aol.com
mailto:tphammond@gmail.com
mailto:forest@pilchuckaudubon.org
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Jen Watkins 

Conservation Associate 

Conservation Northwest 

Seattle, WA 98119 

jwatkins@conservationnw.org 

 

"Keeping the Northwest wild" since 1989, Conservation Northwest works from the Washington Coast to the 

British Columbia Rockies to protect old-growth forests and other wildlands, connect large landscapes and 

vital habitats, and restore native wildlife.   

 

Don Parks 

Co-Chair, National Forest Committee 

Washington Chapter of the Sierra Club 

180 Nickerson St # 202 

Seattle, WA 98109 

dlparks398@gmail.com 

 

Founded by legendary conservationist John Muir in 1892, the Sierra Club is now the nation's largest and 

most influential grassroots environmental organization -- with three million members and supporters. Our 

successes range from protecting millions of acres of wilderness to helping pass the Clean Air Act, Clean 

Water Act, and Endangered Species Act. More recently, we've made history by leading the charge to move 

away from the dirty fossil fuels that cause climate disruption and toward a clean energy economy. Sierra 

Club’s mission statement is, “to explore, enjoy, and protect the wild places of the earth; to practice and 

promote the responsible use of the earth's ecosystems and resources; to educate and enlist humanity to 

protect and restore the quality of the natural and human environment; and to use all lawful means to carry out 

these objectives. 

 

Michael Davis 

President 

Mount Baker Club 

P.O. Box 73  

Bellingham, WA 98227 

mikesdavis@outlook.com 

 

For over 100 years, the mount Baker Club has served the Whatcom County area as an all-volunteer 

organization. Our purpose is to provide regular opportunities for hiking, biking, snow-shoeing, cross-country 

skiing, canoeing, and kayaking, and social get-togethers.  All events and activities are open to the public at 

no charge. We also promote the conservation of recreational areas which are of interest to the club’s 

members.   

 

John McGlenn 

President  

Washington Wildlife Federation 

johnmcglenn@gmail.com 

 

Washington Wildlife Federation (WWF) works to preserve, enhance, and perpetuate Washington’s fish, 

wildlife and habitat through education and conservation programs. We are Conservationists in the tradition 

of Teddy Roosevelt -- hunters, fishers, hikers and outdoor-enthusiasts – protecting wildlife, habitat, public 

access and supporting education programs to inform people about our natural resources. WWF advocates at 

every level of government for wise stewardship resources and access to our public lands for sportsmen and 

mailto:jwatkins@conservationnw.org
mailto:dlparks398@gmail.com
mailto:mikesdavis@outlook.com
mailto:johnmcglenn@gmail.com
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outdoor enthusiasts. WWF works to ensure our natural habitat is managed wisely to prevent the 

endangerment of species and return our habitat to its healthiest possible state.  

  

Previous Involvement in the Swen Larsen Quarry Expansion Proposal 

 

Our organizations submitted comments on the proposed expansion of the Swen Larsen Quarry during one or 

both of the following public comment periods: Scoping Analysis, Draft Environmental Assessment. On 

October 12, 2016, 19 organizations submitted comments raising concerns about the proposal including the 

following: 

 

• Washington Wild 

• Conservation Northwest 

• North Cascades Conservation Council 

• Washington Chapter, Sierra Club 

• Washington Trails Association  

• Washington Wildlife Federation 

• Skagit Audubon Society 

• Mount Baker Club 

• Pilchuck Audubon Society 

• Aslan Brewing Company 

• The Wilderness Society 

• The Mountaineers 

• North Cascades Audubon Society 

• WildEarth Guardians 

• Whatcom Mountain Bike Alliance 

• Access Fund 

• Washington Climbers Coalition 

• American Whitewater 

• Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance 

 

On June 30, 2017, 21 organizations and local businesses submitted comments raising concerns about the 

proposal including the following: 

 

• Washington Wild 

• WildEarth Guardians 

• North Cascades Conservation Council 

• North Cascades Audubon Society 

• Washington Chapter, Sierra Club 

• Access Fund 

• Washington Trails Association  

• Skagit Audubon Society 

• Pilchuck Audubon Society 

• Conservation Northwest 

• Stones Throw Brewery (Bellingham, WA) 

• The Wilderness Society 

• Aslan Brewing Company 

• Mount Baker Club 

• Washington Wildlife Federation 

• American Whitewater 

• Wild Washington Rivers 

• Chuckanut Brewery & Kitchen 

• Whatcom Chapter Backcountry Horsemen 

of Washington 

• Wander Brewing 

• Washington Climbers Coalition 

 

Our organizations have a strong interest in protecting the scarce resource of inventoried roadless areas. These 

treasured landscapes are unlogged and unroaded ancient forests that have escaped the unsustainable logging 

and road building which occurred until the later 1980’s on our national forests. Inventoried roadless areas 

comprise about 1/3 of our national forest system (or almost 60 million acres) nationwide. While working 

forests or tree plantations are a renewable resource, these intact ecosystems with old-growth characteristics 

are the result of hundreds of years of growth and isolation from logging and road construction and cannot be 

easily replaced. When you consider the near complete destruction of the ecosystem as a result of the 

proposed quarry expansion, which would remove all organic matter from the surface of these ancient forests, 

the roadless forests within the expansion area will essentially be gone for the foreseeable future.   

  

The final decision missed the opportunity to provide meaningful mitigation for the loss of these 

underrepresented roadless forests and the unique wildlife, clean water and other benefits that they provide.  
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Specific Objections 

 

I. The Draft Decision Notice and Final Environment Assessment Does not Adequately Identify 

and Acknowledge the Impacts to Old-Growth and Late Successional Forests  

 

The draft EA recognizes impacts to old-growth forests and their possible destruction as one of four key 

issues on Pg. 9. This was clearly a value that was common in scoping comments received by the agency. 

However, when articulating why an alternative focused on old-growth forest protection was not considered 

the EA references: 

 

“Forest Service specialists confirmed that no old growth structure exists within the project 

site, only late-successional forest.” (Final EA Pg. 16) 

 

We assume that a technical definition of old-growth was used to make this assessment. While a threshold 

of old-growth structure (i.e., snags, woody debris, platform formations, canopy cover) may not have been 

reached during a site visit this does not eliminate the value of these uncut virgin forest, some in excess of 

160 years old. The term old-growth has a variety of definitions to include scientific, social and political 

values.  

 

Intact forests with complex structure due to their age and the avoidance of impacts from plantation logging 

are under-represented on the landscape due to unsustainable logging in the past. These values are present 

within the Mt. Baker IRA and the expansion area and we believe they should not be dismissed, but should 

be protected.  

 

The statement on Pg. 16 of the Final EA also differentiates the terms old-growth and late successional as if 

the former has ecological and social value and the latter does not. This could not be further from the truth.  

 

The intent of the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan is to protect the integrity of the remaining late-successional 

old-growth forest ecosystems and wildlife habitat that remains, as well as manage for additional old-

growth habitat to meet habitat needs in the future through Late Successional Reserves.  Late successional 

habitat is the next generation of old-growth forests and shares the same value.  

 

While we might debate the definition used for old-growth forest, the draft EA acknowledges that the 

expansion area is characterized by late successional forest which are on the spectrum of exhibiting old-

growth characteristics. To be clear, this project would eliminate all of these old previously uncut forests 

within the expansion area which provide emergent habitat for imperiled wildlife species such as the 

northern spotted owl and marbled murrelet.  The draft EA does not sufficiently articulate the value of these 

forests for wildlife habitat, ecosystem function and social values in this region.  

 

PROPOSED REMEDY: Revise the Final EA to recognize the separate social and ecological value of old-

growth characteristics and late successional characteristics. Avoid dismissing the value of late 

successional unlogged older forests on this landscape.  

 

 

II. The Draft Decision Notice and Final Environmental Assessment does not Provide 

Meaningful Mitigation to the Loss of Inventoried Roadless Area  

 

While we appreciate that the Final EA identifies several mitigation measures, nowhere does it address the 

concerns that we have identified in our previous letters. At issue is that the late successional or old growth 

forest and the ecological communities and wildlife habitat that have been protected under the 2001 Roadless 
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Rule within the Mt. Baker West Inventoried Roadless Area would not just be impacted but obliterated by this 

proposed expansion. The nature of the quarry expansion is akin to mountain top removal mining, where 

virgin forest will be transferred into a moonscape mining pit.  

 

While there is discussion about timely reclamation in the Final EA, no reclamation is going to restore the 

existing late successional or old growth forests over the next 120 years. Moreover, the claim that any 

reclamation will be timely is in doubt given that the drat EA admits that to date only 1 acre has been 

reclaimed since 1971 (Draft EA, Pg. 74-75) 

 

PROPOSED REMEDY: We are interested in exploring opportunities for mitigation that would give 

some real protection from further expansions into the Mt. Baker West Inventoried Roadless Area in 

the future or identify and potentially allow future protection for late successional or old growth 

forests as potential wilderness areas elsewhere on the Mt. Baker District in advance of the forest 

plan revision. Potential remedies to discuss include: 

1. A formal decision to limit any future expansion into the Mt. Baker West Inventoried Roadless 

Area given the considerable impacts to this treasured landscape over the past couple of 

decades.  

2. Engage in a separate NEPA process proposing a mineral withdrawal for the remainder of the 

Mt. Baker West Inventoried Roadless Area to mitigate the impact to this treasured landscape 

by precluding additional impacts. 

3. Identify new potential wilderness areas above and beyond already designated Inventoried 

Roadless Areas (identified in the 2001 National Forest Roadless Area Conservation Rule) to 

ensure that the same values that are being lost can be identified and included as part of the 

next forest plan revision. This is work that will have to be done by the agency during the next 

forest plan revision and there is precedent for doing this work as part of ongoing NEPA 

projects on the landscape on other forests (namely Olympic National Forest) in advance of 

forest plan revision.   

 

Conclusion 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to register this objection. Please contact us to discuss any remedies with 

respect to improving this decision and provide meaningful mitigation to the significant impacts to the Mt. 

Baker Inventoried Roadless Area and late-successional forests. We would be very interested in setting up a 

conference call or meeting in advance of the formal objection meeting to explore opportunities to resolve our 

objections.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tom Uniack 

Executive Director 

Washington Wild 

 

Marlies Wierenga 

Pacific NW Conservation Manager 

WildEarth Guardians 

 

Pam Borso 

President 

North Cascades Audubon Society 

 

Tom Hammond 

President 

North Cascades Conservation Council  

 

Katherine Johnson 

Member, Board of Directors 

Pilchuck Audubon Society 

 

Jen Watkins 

Conservation Associate 

Conservation Northwest 
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Don Parks 

Co-Chair, National Forest Committee 

Washington Chapter of the Sierra Club 

 

Michael Davis 

President 

Mount Baker Club 

John McGlenn 

President  

Washington Wildlife Federation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: Erin Uloth, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 

 Jamie Kingsbury, Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest 

Senator Patty Murray 

Senator Maria Cantwell 

Representative Suzan DelBene 

  

 


