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Local Stakeholders Celebrate Alpine Lakes and Illabot Creek 

Designations  
 

Law adds to the Alpine Lakes Wilderness and designates three new Wild and Scenic Rivers 

in Washington State   
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Today, President Barack Obama signed into law the National Defense Authorization Act, 

including a handful of bipartisan bills to protect public lands in Washington State. The new public law includes the 

Alpine Lakes Wilderness Additions and Pratt and Middle Fork Snoqualmie Rivers Protection Act and the Illabot 

Creek Wild and Scenic River Act sponsored by Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA). Sen. Maria Cantwell was a co-

sponsor.   

 

“After seven years of hard work, we are elated to see the Alpine Lakes and Illabot proposals become law,” said 

Tom Uniack, conservation director for Washington Wild. “The patience and leadership of Senator Patty Murray 

and Congressman Reichert has paid off with newly designated Wilderness and Wild and Scenic River 

designations.” 

 

Visit our Flickr pages for photos of the Alpine Lakes additions and Illabot Creek available for use with copyright.  

 

Both pieces of legislation were the subject of Congressional hearings during the current session, passed through the 

key natural resource committees before being passed by both Houses as part of a larger conservation package. Sen. 

Patty Murray (D-WA) and Congressman Dave Reichert (R-WA08) introduced the Alpine Lakes additions. Sen. 

Murray and Congresswoman Suzan DelBene (D-WA01) introduced the Illabot Creek Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 

Sen. Maria Cantwell was a key sponsor of both pieces of legislation.  

 

"We applaud Sen. Murray and Rep. Reichert for their continuing bipartisan leadership in protecting clean water, 

native trout and world-class outdoor recreational opportunities that support local economies and make this region a 

spectacular place to live and play," said Ben Greuel, Washington state director of The Wilderness Society.  

 

Our Congressional champions carefully crafted the Illabot and Alpine Lakes proposals after significant outreach to 

local stakeholders and addressing issues raised during the development process.  

 

"By reaching out early and often to local stakeholders like the Snoqualmie Tribe, King County Search and Rescue 

and mountain bikers, Senator Murray and Congressman Reichert made a compelling and bipartisan case for 

protecting this area,” said Matthew Larson, Mayor of the City of Snoqualmie for the duration of the development of 

the Alpine Lakes additions. “The protection of such areas immediately adjacent to Snoqualmie has tremendous 

value as it also serves to protect our local and regional tourist economies." 

 

As a result, these bills have garnered endorsements from more than 70 local elected officials, more than 100 

outdoor local businesses in the Snoqualmie River Valley and leading members of the outdoor industry, and nearly 

150 conservation, recreation, hunting and fishing and religious leaders.   

 

“This proposal protects the forests and peaks that provide such a stunning backdrop for the world-class outdoor 

recreation opportunities we provide,” said Dan Brewster, general manager at The Summit at Snoqualmie resort. 

"From the beginning of this process, our input was valued and led to designations that preserve and enhance the 

natural beauty at Snoqualmie Pass our skiers and other visitors so greatly value." 

https://www.flickr.com/groups/2798544@N22/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/2758131@N20/


 

 

 

The package of public lands bills signed into law today include more than one million acres of overall land 

protection, including more than 245,000 acres of designated Wilderness, 140 miles of Wild and Scenic River 

designations, 75,000 acres of mineral withdrawals and creation or expansion of a handful of national parks. The last 

significant public lands package to pass Congress was the 2009 Omnibus Public Lands Management Act. 

 

“Today, Washington State realizes a 25 percent increase in designated Wild and Scenic Rivers,” said Thomas 

O’Keefe, Pacific Northwest stewardship director for American Whitewater. “As someone who has explored 

hundreds of river miles across the country and around the world, I can confidently say that we have some of the 

most spectacular river resources of any place in the world and they deserve to be Wild and Scenic.” 

 

The Alpine Lakes legislation protects an additional 22,000 acres of wilderness adjoining the existing Alpine Lakes 

Wilderness Area, and adds 10 miles of the Pratt River and nearly 30 miles of the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie 

River to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. This legislation now protects clean water, native trout and 

world-class outdoor recreational opportunities in the closest mountain valley to the greater Seattle metropolitan 

area.  

 

“Some of our most scenic and beloved trails here in Washington are in Wilderness areas and along wild rivers, and 

we need to protect them so that they are here for the next generation of hikers,” said Andrea Imler, advocacy 

director for Washington Trails Association. “Washington Trails Association’s dedicated trail maintenance 

volunteers give back to trails in the Pratt and Middle Fork Snoqualmie river valleys, including the Pratt Connector, 

which winds through the Alpine Lakes Wilderness additions.”  

 

Legislation to designate Illabot Creek as a Wild and Scenic River was introduced by Sen. Murray and Rep. 

DelBene. The Illabot Creek legislation adds 14.3 miles of the creek to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System 

and protects its clean, cold waters and crucial spawning habitat for threatened wild Chinook salmon, steelhead and 

bull trout. Illabot Creek is a tributary to the existing Wild and Scenic Skagit River which supports one of the largest 

wintering bald eagle concentrations in the lower 48 states.  

 

“The vision of protecting Illabot Creek’s important salmon and steelhead spawning habitat and renowned eagle 

roosting on behalf of local communities and outdoor businesses became a reality today,” said Wendy McDermott, 

associate director of Washington conservation programs for American Rivers. “Local support from county 

commissioners, area landowners and fisherman combined with the leadership of Sen. Murray and Rep. DelBene 

ultimately won the day.”  

 

Recently, 45 local CEOs and executives of Washington-based companies sent a letter to the key House and Senate 

Committees and the Washington Congressional delegation in support of a handful of public lands bills pending in 

Congress, including both the Alpine Lakes and Illabot Creek legislation. The letter represented an impressive and 

powerful collection of executives from around the state including leadership from the Seattle and Kittitas County 

Chambers of Commerce, The Tri Cities Economic Development Council, the Washington Clean Technology 

Alliance, Alaska Air Group, Tully's Coffee and many more. 

 

“This letter confirms what we already know: that our Wilderness areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers and public lands 

here in the Evergreen State matter to businesses, their employees and local communities,”  said Martinique Grigg, 

executive director of The Mountaineers. “Today we add to the public lands legacy we will pass on to future 

generations.” 
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