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Nearly 2,500 years ago, the 
great Greek intellectual and 
philosopher, Aristotle, is 
generally credited with coining 
the phrase: "The whole is more 
than the sum of its parts." This has 
proven true countless times since 
then. It also describes well the 
Washington State conservation 
community.

As a small statewide conservation 
organization, Washington Wild 
understands that to make the 
necessary impact to protect and 
defend our wild lands and waters, 
we cannot do it alone. Our voice 

is just one of many that is needed 
to amplify the impact of our 
advocacy. For example, a letter 
opposing the repeal of decades-
old protections for old-growth 
forests is far more resonant to 
decision makers if it is delivered 
in a chorus of Tribes, local elected 
officials, outdoor businesses, 
and conservation and recreation 
organizations.

This is the specific niche that 
Washington Wild fills statewide 
—we bring together diverse 
organizations and voices around 
conservation issues. Since 2012, 

As a board member of Washington 
Wild, one of the things I admire 
most is the organization’s ability 
to build winning coalitions. For 
nearly 50 years, Washington Wild 
has brought together a diverse 
group of stakeholders—local 
communities, Tribes, outdoor 
recreationists, small businesses, 
conservation advocates, and 
policymakers—to protect the 
wild lands and waters that define 
our state. That collaborative 
approach is one of the reasons 
the organization has been so 

effective. Real conservation success happens when people come together 
around shared values, and Washington Wild has consistently shown how 
powerful that model can be.
By focusing on partnership and common ground, Washington Wild has 
helped deliver lasting protections for some of Washington’s most special 
places. These victories aren’t just about a single campaign or moment—
they’re about building durable solutions that can stand the test of time. 
That kind of work requires patience, trust, and a willingness to listen 
to many perspectives, and it’s something the organization has done 
exceptionally well for decades.
In my role as COO of Aslan Brewing Company, those same values resonate 
deeply. Sustainability isn’t just a buzzword for us—it’s built into how 
we operate and how we think about our impact on Washington today 
and in the future. Partnering with organizations like Washington 
Wild complements our business approach by connecting our values to 
meaningful action.
At Aslan, we’re always looking for ways to positively impact our 
communities and the landscapes that make this state so special. 
Supporting Washington Wild is one way we can help ensure that 
the forests, rivers, and wild spaces we all love remain protected for 
generations to come.

Layne Carter, Washington Wild Board Member and COO of Aslan Brewing

Notes from the Board

Photo courtesy of Kelly Compton,  
Olympic National Park, Shi Shi Beach

we have coordinated more than 
130 sign on letters on important 
issues like state forest protection, 
opposing threats to Wilderness, 
river designations, funding for 
road and trail maintenance, 
and opposing mining impacts. 
Additionally, we lead, or are 
part of, nearly a dozen coalitions 
including the Wild Olympics 
Campaign, Protect Washington’s 
Waters Coalition, Washington 
Watershed Restoration Initiative, 
the Olympic Forest Collaborative, 
and the Washington Public Lands 
Defense Coalition.

Robert Kaye,  Conservation Committee Chair 
for North Cascades Audubon Society

  “Working with Washington Wild allows us to maximize our impact 
as a volunteer based regional conservation group. We value the 
opportunity over the past decade to sign on to more than 70 
comment letters coordinated by Washington Wild opposing threats 
to parks and forests or supporting protections of wild places.”

BUILDING  
A BIGGER TENT

of conservation allies

Photo 
courtesy  
of Robert 

Kaye

Photo courtesy of Chris 
Bauer, Council Lake
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of Layne Carter

Contact our Deputy Director, Evan Lepine (Evan@wawild.org) to learn more, 
or let us know Washington Wild has already been included in your plans.

A conservation legacy gift ensures that the natural beauty of  
our state is preserved for future generations, allowing them to 
experience and benefit from the same wonders we cherish today.  
By including conservation in your will, you create a lasting impact  
that supports ongoing efforts to protect vital wild lands and waters.   

Leave Behind a Wild Legacy
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CREATING ADVOCACY 
OPPORTUNITIES AND 
CAPACITY
Especially right now, there is a 
seemingly constant parade of threats 
to our forests, rivers, and wild 
places. It is overwhelming, especially 
for important local organizations 
that are volunteer-run without staff.
For 50 years, North Cascades 
Audubon has worked to promote 
the study and conservation of birds, 
wildlife and their habitat, increase 
public appreciation of nature, and 
protect and preserve these spaces for 
future generations in Washington’s 
Whatcom County. Their volunteer 
Conservation Chair, Robert Kaye, 
relies on his strong relationship with 
Washington Wild to identify and 
act on important issues that either 
support or threaten bird and wildlife 
habitat on behalf of their members. 
“Working with Washington Wild 
allows us to maximize our impact 
as a volunteer based regional 
conservation group,” said Robert 
Kaye, Conservation Committee 
Chair for North Cascades Audubon 
Society.” We value the opportunity 
over the past decade to sign on 
to more than 70 comment letters 
coordinated by Washington Wild 
opposing threats to parks and forests 
or supporting protections of wild 
places.”
North Cascade Audubon’s voice 
has been highlighted through 
Washington Wild’s sign-on letters 
on issues ranging from opposing 
mining in the headwaters of the 
iconic Skagit River to supporting 
an Outstanding Resource Water 
designation for the Cascade River to 

Photo courtesy  
of Amanda 
Parish

Photo courtesy of 
Guy Capoeman

urging federal funding to properly 
maintain national forest roads so 
that they don’t negatively impact 
clean water and salmon habitat.

MOBILIZING LOCAL 
ADVOCATES STATEWIDE 
Conservation issues don’t always get 
the same amount of attention around 
the state, especially in less populated 
areas. When a 200-acre parcel 
of Washington State Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) land 
was slated to be transferred to the 
Spokane Parks and Recreation 
Department to be managed for 
conservation and outdoor education, 
it was suddenly about to be sold off 
to local housing developer. The local 
community was upset.
In December of 2024, scores of local 
activists filled the room at a hastily 
called public meeting to oppose the 
development of the Thorpe parcel 
and reiterated local support for its 
protection as a city park through the 
Trust Land Transfer Program. Their 
protests fell on deaf ears.
A Washington Wild board member 
in Spokane, Brian Muegge, engaged 
Washington Wild staff on the issue 
and we worked with local advocates 
like Amanda Parish, from the Lands 
Council, and Jeff Lambert, local 
conservation activist, to build a 
diverse local coalition of advocates 
for the Thorpe property through 
sign-on letters, sustained media 
attention, and direct appeals to the 
Washington Board of Resources and 
Commissioner of Public Lands. 
“A core group of Spokane-based 
conservation, recreation and wildlife 

Ray Kwan, co-owner of Lucky Envelope 
Brewing and winner of the Washington Wild 

2018 Brewshed® Award.Amanda Parish, Executive Director of the Spokane-based The Lands Council

Madelyn Hamilton, Public Lands & Wildlife Program Manager 
for Methow Valley Citizens Council
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 “As a member of the Brewshed® 

Alliance, we highlight 
Washington Wild’s conservation 
efforts to our patrons while also 
sharing our unique brewing 
practices with their supporters. 
Washington Wild’s conservation 
efforts to protect our sources 
of clean water allows us to make 
quality beer.”

“A core group of Spokane-based conservation, recreation and 
wildlife advocates were immediately engaged on opposing the 
housing development of this special area and we made a lot of noise. 
But when Washington Wild became involved in the Thorpe issue, 
our local coalition grew significantly and was joined by statewide 
organizations to create a powerful coalition of more than 100.”

“Working with Washington Wild...has been so rewarding. 
Together we were able to engage several local voices in support 
of roadless forest protections that had not previously weighed in 
on this important issue. These efforts will no doubt contribute to 
future organizing on other conservation issues.”

advocates were immediately engaged 
on opposing the housing development 
of this special area and we made a 
lot of noise,” said Amanda Parish, 
Executive Director of the Spokane-
based The Lands Council. “But when 
Washington Wild became involved in 
the Thorpe issue, our local coalition 
grew significantly and was joined by 
statewide organizations to create a 
powerful coalition of more than 100.”
That coalition, consisting of local 
Spokane advocates, local elected 
officials, outdoor businesses, faith 
leaders, and statewide conservation 
and recreation leaders, together 
witnessed DNR reverse the decision 
to develop the Thorpe property and 
the parcel is now back on track to be 
considered to be the next Spokane  
city park.

BUILDING WINNING COALITIONS 
Washington Wild does almost all of its 
work either leading or participating in 
coalitions because we value the power 
of bringing diverse groups together to 
make a bigger impact on conservation 
issues.
One such example is our efforts to 
work with Methow Valley Citizens 
Council (MVCC) to engage local voices 
in the Methow Valley on several 
issues over the past couple of years. 
In 2024, we teamed up with MVCC to 
coordinate a letter raising concerns 
about proposed military overflights 
above the Pasayten Wilderness. The 
letter was signed by 38 organizations, 
including a half dozen from the 
Methow Valley. Earlier this year, we 
again teamed up with MVCC to submit 
a letter signed by 40 elected officials, 
local businesses, and local stakeholders 

(25 from the Methow Valley) urging 
U.S. Representative Dan Newhouse 
(R-WA04) to cosponsor legislation 
that would uphold protections for 
old growth forest under the 2001 
National Forest Roadless Rule.
“Working with Washington Wild 
as part of a statewide coalition 
on opposing the pending repeal 
of roadless forest protections has 
been so rewarding,” said Madelyn 
Hamilton, Public Lands & Wildlife 
Program Manager for Methow Valley 
Citizens Council. “Together we were 
able to engage several local voices  
in support of roadless forest 
protections that had not previously 
weighed in on this important 
issue. These efforts will no doubt 
add to future organizing on other 
conservation issues.”
These sign-on letters highlight 
a singular clear message from a 
diversity of voices have an added 
impact on key decisionmakers and 
provide “one stop shopping” as 
they digest and summarize public 
comment on various issues.

HIGHLIGHTING 
NONTRADITIONAL VOICES 
FOR CONSERVATION
Creating a bigger tent for 
conservation means reaching out 
to different industries and different 
perspectives on why Washington’s 
wild lands and waters are so 
important. One great example is 
the story of how Lucky Envelope 
Brewing became a loud and 
powerful voice for protecting  
clean water.
Both co-owners of Lucky Envelope 
Brewing, Ray Kwan and Barry Chan, 

are of Chinese descent, making 
Lucky Envelope Brewing one of 
just a handful of Asian-owned 
breweries in the country. Their 
brewing philosophy is centered 
around “Culturally Inspired Beer,” 
and their recipes draw from modern 
and historic brewing styles and 
techniques. Back in 2014, before 
Lucky Envelope Brewing had even 
opened our doors to the public, 
Washington Wild’s Brewshed® 
Alliance founder reached out about 
joining this brand new community 
of brewers interested in watershed 
conservation.
  “As a member of the Brewshed® 
Alliance, we highlight Washington 
Wild’s conservation efforts to our 
patrons while also sharing our 
unique brewing practices with their 
supporters,” said Ray Kwan, co-
owner of Lucky Envelope Brewing 
and winner of the Washington 
Wild 2018 Brewshed® Award. 
“Washington Wild’s conservation 
efforts to protect our sources of 
clean water allows us to make 
quality beer.”
To be able to produce the type of 
quality beer they are proud of, 
Ray and Barry know they must 
have good water. It’s the main 
ingredient! The ongoing protection 
of Washington State’s watersheds 
means they have one of the best 
supplies of water to aid their 
brewing process. While breweries in 
other states need to treat their water 
sources with multiple filtration 
systems and additives, they are 
fortunate to have fewer complex 
needs because organizations like 
Washington Wild are actively 
protecting their water sources.
Since 2015, Lucky Envelope has 

signed onto more than 40 different 
comment letters coordinated by 
Washington Wild in support of 
protections for clean water, public 
lands, and responsible outdoor 
recreation opportunities for all. 
They have also hosted numerous 
fundraisers for Washington Wild 
and have been engaged in several 
beer collaboratives including the 
Washington Wild Spruce Tip IPA 
and Public Lands Pilsner. 

Photo courtesy  
of Madelyn Hamilton

Photo courtesy  
of Ray Kwan



“Coastal erosion, 
wildfires, sea level rise, 

and warming waters 
are already impacting our 
lands and ways of life. Tribes 

didn’t cause climate change, 
but we’re on the frontlines of its 

consequences—and we’re leading in 
response. Washington Wild is a key partner 

in this effort. Their work ensures tribal voices are heard 
in conservation policy, and that wild places across our 

state are protected for future generations.” 

Micah McCarty  
Former Chairman of the Makah Tribe 

and Former President of THIS IS 
INDIAN COUNTRY,  
Olympic Peninsula

“I was approached by Washington  
Wild to sign onto a letter supporting  

Washington's first-ever Outstanding Resource  
Water (ORW) designations. A few weeks later,  
I realized that my voice was just one of many— 

144 elected officials, local businesses, and conservation, 
recreation, and wildlife organizations—that Washington 

Wild has helped coordinate in support of ORW 
designations for the Cascade, Napeequa and Green  

Rivers! Building a diverse coalition is hard work and I am  
happy that Washington Wild is committed to this  

type of conservation advocacy.”  

Dave McCoy  
Founder and Owner of  
Emerald Water Anglers  

West Seattle

BUILDING CONSERVATION PARTNERSHIPS STATEWIDE
“I first heard about  

Washington Wild through 
their efforts to prevent a proposed 

mine in the Canadian headwaters of 
the Skagit River, which threatened all of the values 
we hold so dear downstream. I watched with inter-

est as Washington Wild led an international coalition 
of more than 380 Tribes, First Nations, and elected 

officials, as well as local businesses, hunters, anglers, 
and conservation and recreation groups to a victory in 

2022. Their work is critical in bringing together the 
right mix of local advocates for our wild rivers. 

Carolyn Moulton 
Anacortes City Council Member 

Anacortes

"Over the past 20 
years, I’ve consistently 

turned to Washington Wild 
for their grassroots expertise 

and strong local relationships on 
key federal lands issues... to build local 

backing for national conservation efforts. We 
need their capacity and local connections now 
more than ever to support our national parks, 

forests, wildlife refuges, and BLM lands.”   

Michale Carroll
BLM Campaign Director,  
The Wilderness Society 

National

“When federal legislation  
threatened to sell off millions of  

acres of public lands, communities rallied. 
Washington Wild helped coordinate a letter 

signed by 70 local elected officials, chambers 
of commerce, and businesses representing 
gateway towns near beloved destinations 

like Lake Serene, Heather Meadows, and the 
Yakima River Canyon. Their message was 

clear: these lands are not for sale.” 

Kelly Coughlin
CEO of the SnoValley Regional  

Chamber of Commerce  
North Bend

“I was happy to be 
one of more than 300 
conservation, recreation 

and wildlife groups as well as 
local elected officials and local 
businesses who signed a letter 

coordinated by Washington Wild to 
Washington’s Congressional leaders opposing the 
indiscriminate mass firings of federal employees. I 

trust the research and advocacy of Washington 
Wild and I’m proud to support their efforts.” 

Megan Dunn 
Snohomish County Council Member  

Everett

“Recently, I 
had the opportunity to 
work with Washington Wild 

to advocate for a Trust Land 
Transfer of the 200-acre Thorpe 

parcel managed by the Washington 
Department of Natural Resources, 

which is located in Spokane’s Latah Valley. 
Washington Wild coordinated a letter opposing 

the development proposal signed by more than 80 
stakeholders from Spokane and statewide. They helped 

coordinate a local media plan, putting pressure on 
DNR to step back from the development option  

and support the Trust Land Transfer option  
instead of development.” 

Jeff Lambert 
President, Friends of the Bluff 

Spokane

“Washington Wild rallied  
82 brewing businesses from all 10  

congressional districts to urge Congress  
to protect public lands. Eastern Washington  

brewers even reached out directly to  
Representative Dan Newhouse—a hop grower 

himself—encouraging his leadership as a founding 
member of the House Public Lands Caucus and  

being just one of five House Republicans to  
oppose public land sell-off provisions.” 

Levi Wyatt 
Corporate Social Responsibility  

Manager with Yakima Chief Hops,  
Yakima
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By Amy Brockhaus,  
Deputy Director, Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust

On February 24, 2026, Washington Wild 
and the Protect Washington’s Waters 
Coalition submitted formal nominations 
to the Washington Department of Ecology 
for Outstanding Resource Water (ORW) 
designations for four watersheds: (1) the Upper 
Sultan Basin (Snohomish County); (2) Ruby and 
Granite Creeks (Skagit and Whatcom Counties); 
(3) Upper Lewis River (Skamania County); and 
(4) the Methow Headwaters (Okanogan County).
Authorized under the federal Clean Water Act, 
an Outstanding Resource Water provides the 
strongest protection for rivers with exceptional 
environmental, ecological, and recreational 
significance, helping ensure the qualities that 
make them so valuable remain unchanged. 
Once a waterway is designated as an ORW, 
existing activities can continue but new 
degradation of water quality is prohibited.
Two years ago in December 2023, the Protect 
Washington’s Waters Coalition was successful 
in supporting the designation of the first ever 
Outstanding Resource Waters in Washington State 
which included the Cascade River (Skagit County), the 
Napeequa River (Chelan County) and the Green River 
(Skamania County). That effort resulted in a coalition 
of more than 200 Tribes, local elected officials and 
local stakeholders throughout Washington State who 
supported ORW designations.
One of the four river systems nominated includes Ruby 
and Granite Creeks located on the east side of North 
Cascades National Park as you drive east along Highway 
20. This watershed is characterized by exceptional 
water quality, contributing to the Skagit River which 
provides one third of the fresh water to Puget Sound. 

CONSERVATION VOICES

Protecting Washington’s Treasured 
Landscapes Together

After working for 35 years to conserve and 
enhance a 1.5-million-acre landscape spanning 
cities, farmlands, and vast Cascades forests, it 
would be foolish to think that you could do it all 
by yourself. That’s why the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway Trust recognizes it is essential to work 
with federal, state, and tribal land managers, local 
governments, sister nonprofits, private landowners, 
recreationists, and outdoor educators to achieve our 
mission of striving for a long-term balance between 
people and nature.
The vision of a Greenway across the Cascades 
from Seattle to central Washington was formed in 
1990, before it was too late to protect the Interstate 
90 corridor from the urban sprawl seen most 
everywhere else. Founders set out to preserve 
forests and farms, connect communities by trail, 
and protect a permanent, accessible landscape for 
future generations. In 1998, the Mountains to Sound 
Greenway segment of I-90 was the first interstate 
highway in the United States to be designated as a 
National Scenic Byway, an honor usually reserved for 
smaller, rural roads. And in 2019, the Mountains to 
Sound Greenway was congressionally designated as a 
National Heritage Area.
Washington Wild’s mission is focused on an even 
broader landscape, working to protect wild lands and 
waters throughout Washington State for over the past 
half-century. Both organizations rely on each other to 
support the conservation of places like Mt. Si Natural 
Resources Conservation Area, the Alpine Lakes 
Wilderness, the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Valley, 
Denny Creek Trail, and the Palouse to Cascades State 
Park Trail.
Greenway staff are working hard to support 
equitable access to responsible recreation, protect 
clean water and wildlife habitat, maintain trails and 
infrastructure, engage volunteers, and coordinate 
with public and private land managers around 
conservation and stewardship on the landscape. 
We rely on Washington Wild in many cases to give 
us a heads-up about threats or opportunities in 
Washington D.C. and Olympia that are relevant to our 
work here at home in the Greenway.
Washington Wild fills an important niche in the 
Washington conservation community by generating 
letters, garnering hundreds of signers, on issues such 
as: federal funding for national forest road and trail 
maintenance; Wild and Scenic River designation in 

the Middle Fork Snoqualmie Valley; additions to 
the Alpine Lakes Wilderness; outstanding resource 
water designations for local rivers; opposing efforts 
in Washington D.C. to sell off national parks, forests 
and other public lands; opposing the mass firing 
of federal employees who manage our national 
parks and forests; and supporting state and local 
conservation and recreation maintenance funding.
These sign-on letters are influential and effective, 
and harness a diversity of supporters including 
elected officials, local businesses, conservation, 
recreation and wildlife organizations, and 
chambers of commerce. Over the last 10 years, the 
Mountains to Sound Greenway has signed on to 45 
letters coordinated by Washington Wild.
While each of our organizations has its own role 
in working to conserve the wild places that are so 
essential to the quality of life here in Washington 
State, we are stronger when we work together. We at 
the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust are proud 
to work in partnership with Washington Wild and 
look forward to many more years of collaboration in 
the future. 

Scott Schuyler, Policy Representative for Natural and 
Cultural Resources for the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe

These lands and waters are also part of the ancestral 
homelands and important to several Tribes.
“The mouth of Ruby Creek was the site of an ancestral 
fishing camp where our ancestors collected the salmon 
that sustained our people,” said Scott Schuyler, Policy 
Representative for Natural and Cultural Resources for 
the Upper Skagit Indian Tribe. “Protecting this important 
place supports our tribal treaty rights and lifeways.”  
Ecology has 60 days to confirm the eligibility of all four 
nominated rivers. Then they will start a several month 
consultation process with key stakeholders and Tribes 
followed by a public comment period sometime in 2027 
before making a determination about designation. 

WA WILD Nominates  
Four Rivers for Protection 
as Outstanding Resource 
Waters 

"The mouth of Ruby Creek was the site of an ancestral fishing 

camp where our ancestors collected the salmon that sustained 

our people. Protecting this important place supports our tribal 

treaty rights and lifeways."

Middle Fork Bridge 
Paddler, courtesy of 
Tom Okeefe

Photo courtesy of 
Amy Brockhaus

Photo courtesy 
of Scott Schuyler



Carl Florea, Mayor of Leavenworth Flatstick Pub
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Two Additional State Forest Lands Protected as 
part of Trust Land Transfer Program

Washington Wild Releases 2025 WA Brewshed® 

Collaboration - Public Lands Pub Ale

SAVE THE DATE  

FOR LAGERHEAD BEER FEST 2026! 

As the 2006 Washington State Legislature wrapped up, 
the final supplemental capital budget appropriated $4 
million to protect more than 2,000 acres of state forest 
land through the Washington Department of Natural 
Resources’ Trust Land Transfer program. The new 
protections include the Cape George project which will 
be managed by Jefferson County and the Tract C North 
project which will be managed by the Yakama Nation. On 
January 27, Washington Wild coordinated a letter signed 
by 136 Washington elected officials, small businesses, and 
conservation, recreation, and wildlife organizations to 
key capital budget leaders supporting Trust Land Transfer 
funding for these projects.

The 2025 beer collaborations, Public Lands Pub Ale brewed 
by Bizarre Brewing Co., was inspired by the resilient Big Leaf 
Maple, a tree native to WA State and rooted in many of the 
places that WA Wild works to protect. The beer includes the 
rich, natural sweetness of Neil’s Bigleaf Maple Syrup from 
Acme and ingredients generously donated by Roy Farms 
Hops, Cold Stream Malt & Grain, and Linc Malt. The beer 
proudly carries the Salmon-Safe certification! A powerful 
collaboration among 85 Washington breweries and beer 
industry partners, Public Lands Pub Ale is brewed in defense 
of our public lands—the forests, rivers, and mountains that 
provide clean brewing water, sustain healthy ecosystems, 
and offer boundless opportunities for outdoor recreation.

Join us for Lagerhead Beer Fest 2026 on 
Saturday, July 18 at No Boat Brewing 
Company! Enjoy crisp lagers from 
top breweries, great food, and a lively 
community atmosphere. Raise a glass 
with fellow beer lovers and celebrate 
summer with refreshing brews, good 
friends, and unforgettable vibes. 

Photo courtesy of Devon Richardson

WILD PROFILES

For the past decade, the 
partnership between 
Flatstick Pub and 
Washington Wild has 
been a shining example 
of how local businesses 
and conservation 
organizations can 
work hand in hand to 
protect the places we 
all love. What began as 
a shared appreciation 
for Washington’s wild 
landscapes has grown 
into a meaningful, 

mission-driven collaboration rooted in community, 
creativity, and generosity.

Beyond direct financial support, Flatstick Pub has stepped 
up time and again with generous in-kind donations, 
especially for our annual Wild Night Out celebration. 
From curated experiences to auction items that spark 
excitement and friendly bidding wars, their contributions 
have helped elevate the event while increasing critical 
revenue for our conservation work. Wild Night Out brings 
together supporters who care deeply about Washington’s 
public lands, and Flatstick’s involvement has added  
both energy and authenticity to the evening.

What truly sets this partnership apart, though, is  
Flatstick Pub’s creativity in amplifying our mission. 
Whether hosting fundraising nights, highlighting 
Washington Wild in their spaces, or engaging their  
loyal customer base in conservation conversations, 
they have found thoughtful and fun ways to connect 
their brand with our work. By weaving environmental 
stewardship into their community-centered business 
model, they demonstrate that advocacy doesn’t have  
to live in isolation—it can show up in the everyday  
spaces where people gather, play, and connect.

“Supporting Washington Wild is a natural extension 
of who we are at Flatstick Pub. Our spaces are built 
around community, connection, and a shared love for 
this region—and that includes the landscapes that make 
Washington so special. Partnering with Washington  
Wild allows us to give back in a way that feels both 
meaningful and impactful, whether that’s through 
fundraising, events, or simply helping more people 
engage with conservation in a fun and approachable  
way. We’re proud to play a role in protecting these  
places for future generations,” Christine Petrut, Vice 
President of Events and Partnerships for Flatstick Pub.

We are deeply grateful for Flatstick Pub’s leadership, 
generosity, and unwavering support. Partnerships 
like this remind us that when local businesses and 
conservation advocates align around shared values, 
the impact can ripple far beyond a single event or 
campaign—it can help shape a more resilient and  
vibrant future for Washington’s wild places. 

Photo courtesy 
of Carl Florea

Since 2020, Carl Florea 
has served as the mayor 
of the scenic town of 
Leavenworth in the 
North Cascades, after 
serving on the town 
council for multiple 
terms starting in 1998. 
Leavenworth is unique, 
in that it remains a 
small community of 
about 2,500 residents 
that hosts over 3,000,000 
visiting guests on a 
yearly basis.

He is known as an established affordable housing 
advocate but more recently has been one of the more 
outspoken local elected officials opposing efforts to sell 
off federal public lands.

Over the last year, Florea has signed onto five different 
letters coordinated by Washington Wild on issues 
ranging from opposing efforts in Washington D.C. to sell 
off federal public lands to supporting federal funding to 
properly maintain national forest roads for access and 
avoiding aquatic risks.

“Our community is surrounded by protected public 
lands, that locals and visitors alike come to recreate on 
and experience their beauty and solitude.,” said Florea. 
“These places support our growing outdoor recreation 
and tourism economies.”

In September 2025, the Leavenworth City Council 
unanimously passed a resolution in support of keeping 
federal forests and the area's other natural resources 
public. The action came shortly after a national 
bipartisan coalition defeated a proposal tucked away 
in the so-called “Big Beautiful (budget) bill” that would 
have allowed the sale of up to 5 million acres of national 
forest land, including nearly 75 trails in Chelan County.

“Public lands are something to be celebrated and 
protected, and our community was proud to stand 
strong in defense of them against attacks from the 
Trump Administration,” said Florea in support of the 
Leavenworth City Council resolution.

When not at city hall, Florea can be found hiking, 
climbing or cross-country skiing on the public lands 
that surround Leavenworth.   

Photo courtesy 
of Stephen Grace
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Donate now at 
wawild.org/donate

Help us reach our goal 
of $35,000 and KEEP 
WASHINGTON'S PUBLIC 
LANDS IN PUBLIC HANDS!

Donate through the attached 
envelope or scan the QR code.  
Your support will power our 
work today, and for the future! 

Support Washington Wild's Spring Fundraising Campaign!


