
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 12, 2026 
 
The Honorable Patty Murray    
United States Senate 
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510  

The Honorable Maria Cantwell                     
United States Senate 
511 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

RE: Opposition to Nomination of Steve Pearce as BLM Director 

Dear Senators Murray and Cantwell: 

The undersigned 173 elected officials, local business, hunters and anglers, and conservation, recreation and 
wildlife organizations from Washington State write to express our strong opposition to the nomination of 
Steve Pearce to serve as Director of the Bureau of Land Management—putting him in charge of more than 250 
million acres of America’s public lands. In Washington State, there are more than 400,000 acres of BLM 



managed lands including beloved areas like the Yakima River Canyon, Juniper Dunes Wilderness and Chopaka 
Mountain Wilderness Study Area. 

Our concerns are direct and fact-based: Mr. Pearce has repeatedly supported and advanced legislation to 
sell-off America's public lands. His own statements and legislative actions show he does not support the 
foundational principle that public lands should remain in public hands.  

Key examples include: 

• In 2016, Pearce co-sponsored a sweeping land-disposal bill that would have authorized the sale and 
exchange of hundreds of thousands of acres of national public lands. 

• In 2012, as part of a deficit-reduction proposal, Pearce argued for liquidating federal public lands, 
stating much of the public lands in the West is “lands we do not even need.”  

• In a 2012 speech, Pearce stated openly that federal public-land ownership should be rolled back and 
pledged to work with a future administration to “reverse this trend of public ownership.” His 
nomination suggests that very moment has arrived. 

These examples reflect only a portion of Steve Pearce’s long record of advocating for public land sell-off. 

Public lands are not a partisan issue; they belong to all Americans and support our economies, our access to 
the outdoors, and our way of life. Earlier this year, Congress heard from people across the country and 
rejected proposals to authorize federal land sales. Here in Washington State a bipartisan coalition of more 
than 400 elected officials, local businesses and conservation, recreation and wildlife groups have weighed in 
opposing efforts to sell off our federal public lands.  

Despite that clear public opposition, the administration is now proposing to put a public-land sell-off advocate 
in charge of America’s public lands. Approving this nominee puts the future of America’s public lands at risk. 

As stakeholders in Washington, we appreciate your work earlier this year to keep public lands in public hands, 
and we ask you to do so again. As Senators, you have a unique role in confirming qualified and appropriate 
nominees for key positions in the administration. Ensuring continued public ownership of public lands 
requires opposing this nomination. 

Sincerely,  
 
Bob Hasegawa 
State Senator. Legislative District 11 
Washington State Senate 
 
Steve Conway 
State Senator, Legislative District 29 
Washington State Senate 
 
Liz Lovelett 
State Senator, Legislative District 40 
Washington State Senate 
 
Cindy Ryu  
Representative, Legislative District 32 
Washington House of Representatives  
 

Gerry Pollet 
State Representative, Legislative District 46 
Washington House of Representatives  
 
My-Linh Thai 
Representative, Legislative District 41 
Washington House of Representatives 
 
Mark Ozias 
Commissioner 
Clallam County Commission 
 
Sue Marshall 
Chair  
Clark County Council 
 



Christine Rolfes 
Commissioner, District 1 
Kitsap County Commissioner 
 
Jani Hitchen  
Council Member 
Pierce County Council  
 
Robyn Denson 
Council Member, District 7 
Pierce County Council  
 
Dave Somers 
County Executive 
Snohomish County 
 
Megan Dunn 
Council Member  
Snohomish County Council  
 
Kaylee Galloway 
Council Member 
Whatcom County Council 
 
Carolyn Moulton 
Council Member 
City of Anacortes 
 
Christine Cleland-McGrath 
Council Member, Ward 2 
City of Anacortes 
 
Kate Baldwin 
Council Member 
City of Auburn 
 
Lisa A. Anderson 
Councilor- Ward 5 
City of Bellingham 
 
Jace Cotton, 
Councilor, At-Large 
City of Bellingham 
 
Michael Lilliquist 
Councilor, At-Large 
City of Bellingham 
 
 

Sonia L Hurt 
Council Member 
City of Blaine  
 
Jane Rebelowski 
Councilor 
City of Bremerton 
 
Anna Mockler 
Councilor, 6th District 
City of Bremerton 
 
Jessica Merizan 
Deputy Mayor 
City of Carnation 
 
Sean Smith 
Council member 
City of Covington  
 
Dan Rankin 
Mayor 
Town of Darrington 
 
Amy McHenry 
Mayor  
City of Duvall 
 
Adam Olen 
Council Member 
City of Duvall 
 
Rick Shaffer 
Council Member 
City of Duvall 
 
Cassie Franklin  
Mayor  
City of Everett  
 
Steven Yarbrough  
Mayor  
City of Gold Bar  
 
Chuck Lie 
Council Member 
City of Gold Bar 
 
 



Lee Russell 
Council Member 
City of Gold Bar 
 
Barbara de Michele 
Deputy Council President  
City of Issaquah 
 
Kelly Jiang 
City Councilmember 
City of Issaquah 
 
Nigel Herbig 
Mayor 
City of Kenmore 
 
MaryLee Chamberlain 
Council Member 
Town of La Conner 
 
Paula Goode 
Council Member, Position 6 
City of Lake Forest Park  
 
Carl Florea  
Mayor  
City of Leavenworth 
 
Linda Ball 
Council Member 
City of Liberty Lake 
 
Tami Beaumont 
Council Member 
City of Monroe 
 
Richard Emery  
Council Member  
City of Mukilteo 
 
Mark Joselyn 
Council Member, Position 6 
City of North Bend 
 
Amy Howard  
Mayor 
City of Port Townsend 
 
 

Owen Rowe 
Deputy Mayor 
City of Port Townsend 
 
Monica MickHager 
Council Member  
City of Port Townsend 
 
Jessica Forsythe 
City Council Vice President 
City of Redmond  
 
Vanessa Kritzer 
Council Member 
City of Redmond 
 
Melissa Stuart, MNPL  
Council Member 
City of Redmond 
 
Carmen Rivera 
Councilmember, Position 2 
City of Renton 
 
Ryan McIrvin 
Council Member 
City of Renton 
 
Hall Pam Stuart 
Council Member 
City of Sammamish   
 
Kent Treen 
Council Member 
City of Sammamish   
 
Joe D. Vinson 
Council Member, Position 7 
City of SeaTac  
 
Laura Mork  
Councilmember  
City of Shoreline  
 
Annette Ademasu  
Council Member  
City of Shoreline  
 
 



Henry Sladek 
Mayor  
City of Skykomish 
 
Catherine (Cat) Cotton 
Council Member 
City of Snoqualmie  
 
Cara Christensen 
Council Member 
City of Snoqualmie  
 
Paul Dillon 
Council Member 
City of Spokane  
 
Olgy Diaz  
Council Member 
City of Tacoma 
 
Thomas McLeod 
Mayor  
City of Tukwila  
 
Armen Papyan  
Councilmember  
City of Tukwila 
  
Tim McGuire 
Council Member 
Town of Twisp  
 
Denise McCluskey 
Councilmember 
City of University Place 
 
Michelle Evans 
Council Member  
City of Woodinville 
 
Sarah Arndt 
Council Member  
City of Woodinville 
 
Tom Uniack 
Executive Director 
Washington State 
 
 

David Skiba 
Head Brewer/ Founder  
No Boat Brewing Company (Snoqualmie) 
 
John Gussman 
Owner 
Doubleclick Productions (Sequim)  
 
Brian Stan 
Owner 
Old Stove Brewing  
 
Andree Hurley 
Executive Director 
Washington Water Trails 
 
John Marti 
Owner/Brewer 
Douglas Lager/The Lager Company 
 
Karen Mobley  
President 
Spokane Urban Nature (Spokane) 
 
Chris Palumbo 
Owner 
Logan Brewing Company (Burien) 
 
Adam Kieffer 
Events & Social Media Director 
Fremont Brewing 
 
Joseph Bogaard 
Executive Director 
Save Our wild Salmon Coalition 
 
Taylor Gale 
HR & Operations Manager 
Dru Bru (Snoqualmie Pass)  
 
Becca Cahall 
Co-founder 
Duct Tape Then Beer 
 
Lee First 
President 
Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (Rochester) 
 
 



Caitlin Singer 
Sustainability Coordinator 
Georgetown Brewing Company 
 
Travis Merrigan 
Co-Founder 
Grayl 
 
Chris Baum 
President 
Varietal Beer Company (Sunnyside) 
 
Tim Coleman 
Executive Director 
Kettle Range Conservation Group (Republic) 
 
Frieda Cohan 
Events Director 
Ravenna Brewing Company 
 
Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum 
President 
Friends of Grays Harbor (Westport) 
 
Wayne Jehlik 
Co-owner/Head Brewer 
Obec Brewing  
 
Dan Streiffert 
Conservation Chair 
Rainier Audubon Society (Auburn) 
 
Adam Paysse 
Founder/Brewer 
FLOODLAND Brewing   
 
Ben Avery 
State Director 
Sierra Club Washington State Chapter 
 
Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran 
Owners 
Watershed Pub & Kitchen 
  
Peter Bahls 
Executive Director 
Northwest Watershed Institute (Port Townsend) 
 
 

Justin Gerardy 
Owner 
Standard Brewing 
 
Amy Brockhaus 
Deputy Director 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 
 
Mike Mercer, Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran, 
Owners 
Watershed FC  
 
Adam Marshall 
Co-founder 
Citizen Action for Latah Valley (Spokane) 
 
Jacob Young 
Owner/GM 
Old Schoolhouse Brewery (Winthrop) 
 
Michael Deckert 
Whitewater Director 
Washington Kayak Club 
 
Janet Strong 
President  
Grays Harbor Audubon Society (Montesano) 
 
David Meier 
Owner 
A Cabin on the Sky (Index) 
 
Sean M Watts 
Principal 
SM Watts Consulting, LLC 
 
Richard Plunkett 
Conservation Director/ Washington Chapter 
Fly Fishers International 
 
Sam Westover 
President 
Paddle Trails Canoe Club 
 
Sarah Kliegman 
Co-Executive Director  
Okanogan Highlands Alliance (Tonasket) 
 
 



Robert Kaye 
Chair, Conservation Committee  
North Cascades Audubon Society (Bellingham) 
 
Amanda Parrish 
Executive Director 
The Lands Council (Spokane) 
 
Susan Chatlos Susor  
President 
Friends of Heybrook Ridge (Index) 
 
Monika Wieland Shields 
Director 
Orca Behavior Institute (Friday Harbor) 
 
Arthur Campbell 
President  
North Central Washington Audubon Society 
(Wenatchee) 
 
Steve Loitz 
President 
Kittitas Audubon Society (Ellensburg) 
 
Lorah Super 
Program Director  
Methow Valley Citizens Council (Twisp) 
 
Bruce McGlenn 
Founder 
Human Nature Hunting 
 
John Bridge 
President 
Olympic Park Advocates (Sequim) 
 
Matt McCoy  
President 
Olympic Peninsula Audubon Society (Sequim) 
 
Kim Ngo 
Executive Director 
Issaquah Alps Trails Club (Issaquah) 
 
Marnie Jackson 
Executive Director 
Whidbey Environmental Action Network (Langley) 
 

Paul Fish 
Founder 
Mountain Gear, Inc (Spokane) 
 
Jennie Goldberg 
Director 
League of Northwest Whitewater Racers 
 
Craig Nobley 
CEO 
Lighthouse Roasters 
 
Lance Reif 
Owner  
Wildwater River Guides (Leavenworth) 
 
Shanon Tysland 
CEO 
Experience Momentum 
 
Kerry Samudio 
Vice President 
Mount Rainier Business Alliance (Ashford) 
 
Nathan Reilly 
President 
Self Care & Three Magnets Brewing (Olympia) 
 
Laurie Kerr 
Leader, Cascade Volcanoes Chapter 
Great Old Broads for Wilderness (Vancouver) 
 
Allen Gibbs 
Conservation Chair 
Pilchuck Audubon Society (Snohomish County) 
 
Helen Cherullo 
Executive Director  
Braided River 
 
Darlene Schanfald 
Chair 
Friends of Miller Peninsula State Park (Sequim) 
 
Tammy Domike 
Community Organizer 
Citizens for a Clean Harbor (Hoquiam) 
 
 



Monique Brigham  
Executive Director 
Sedro-Woolley Chamber of Commerce  
 
Kim McDonald 
Founder 
Fish Not Gold 
 
Mark Boyar 
President, MidFORC 
Middle Fork Outdoor Recreation Coalition 
 
Janet Strong 
President 
Gray Harbor Audubon Society (Montesano) 
 
Jill Silver 
Executive Director 
10,000 Years Institute (Forks)  
 
Larry Lober 
President 
Greater Bellingham Running Club (Bellingham) 
 
Susan Saul 
Conservation Chair 
Vancouver Audubon Society (Vancouver)  
 
Sam Merrill 
Conservation Committee and Board Member 
South Sound Bird Alliance (Olympia) 
 
Mark Larabee 
Advocacy Director 
Pacific Crest Trail Association 
 
David Van Cleve 
President  
Yakima River Runners (Yakima) 
 
Elizabeth Dunne 
Director of Legal Advocacy 
Earth Law Center  
 
Art Wolfe 
Photographer 
ARTWOLFE.COM 
 
 

Levi Wyatt 
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager 
Yakima Chief Hops (Yakima) 
 
Layne Carter 
COO 
Aslan Brewing Co. (Bellingham) 
 
Brandon Wiley 
Procurer of Beverages 
Bottleworks 
 
Mari Kemper 
Co-Owner 
Chuckanut Brewery (Mount Vernon)  
 
Nick Berger 
Founder/Owner 
The Good Society 
 
Tracy L Stanton  
Executive Director 
The Emerald Alliance 
 
Raymond Kwan 
Co-Owner 
Lucky Envelope Brewing 
 
James Alexander 
Co-Owner  
Structures Brewing 
 
Dave Werntz 
Science and Conservation Director 
Conservation Northwest 
 
Brad Benson  
Co-Owner/President 
Stoup Brewing & Stoup Distro 
 
Scott D. Schell 
Executive Director 
The Northwest Avalanche Center (North Bend) 
 
Phil Fenner 
President 
North Cascades Conservation Council 
 
 



Megan Birzell 
Washington State Director 
The Wilderness Society 
 
Mike Morrison  
Board Chair 
Pacific Rivers 
 
Rich Simms 
Founder 
Washington Steelhead Coalition  
 
Jeff Lambert 
Conservation Chair 
Spokane Mountaineers (Spokane) 
 
Robert Brenlin 
Owner 
Latona Pub, Fiddler’s Inn, Hopvine Pub 
 
Jack Guinn 
Owner 
Hellbent Brewing (Seattle/Wenatchee) 
 
Brian Nelson 
President 
Wild Sky Community Trails Association (Index) 
 
Zach Turner 
President 
Single Hill Brewing (Yakima) 
 
Paula Fillmore-Sardinas  
Founder 
WA Build Back Black Alliance 
 
Theodore Benson 
Owner 
The Grain Shed (Spokane) 
 
Colette Boilini and Derek Brown 
Co-owners 
Bizarre Brewing 
 
Colleen Kuehl 
Founder/Owner 
Wander Brewing, ROAM Coffee & Beer 
(Bellingham) 
  

Tom Furey 
Owner/Brewer 
Halcyon Brewing 
 
Ron Swarner 
Owner 
Peaks & Pints (Tacoma) 
 
Michael Roy 
CEO 
Roy Farms (Moxee) 
 
Alyssa Sebren 
Owner/Operator  
Historic Hotel Packwood (Packwood) 
 
 


