
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 19, 2025 
 
Secretary Brooke Rollins   
United States Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., S.W. Washington, DC 20250 
 
 
RE: Objection to the repeal of the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule 

 
Dear Secretary Rollins: 
 
The undersigned 161 conservation, recreation, and wildlife organizations, along with elected 
officials and local businesses that serve or represent Washington citizens, are writing to express 
our opposition to the repeal of the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule. 
 
This proposed rollback of the 2001 Roadless Rule jeopardizes 45 million acres of undeveloped 
backcountry forestland managed by the U.S. Forest Service, comprising around a third of our 



national forest system. These forests have only remained intact because of the Forest Service's 
nearly 25-year-old commitment not to build roads in these areas for harmful activities like major 
logging operations or oil-and-gas drilling. 

These protected roadless areas have offered abundant outdoor recreation opportunities such as 
hunting, fishing, camping or other activities. Every year, millions of people take advantage of the 
free (or extremely affordable) access to these public lands. Roadless areas protect 11,337 climbing 
routes and boulder problems, more than 1,000 whitewater paddling runs, 43,826 miles of trail, and 
20,298 mountain biking trails.i  

Here in Washington State, nearly 2 million acres of roadless forest are at risk. The public lands sell-
off proposals originally included in the budget reconciliation bill would have included most of these 
areas. Beloved destinations like the Lena Lake Trail in the Olympic National Forest, the Kettle Crest 
Trail in the Colville National Forest, and Maple Pass Loop Trail in the Wenatchee-Okanogan National 
Forest are all within roadless areas. 

After an extensive two-year public process, including 600 public meetings nationwide (and 28 
throughout Washington State) as well as 1.6 million public comments (95% of which were in 
support of the Rule) the rule was finalized in January of 2001. The Roadless Rule has a large base of 
support in Washington State. Over 800 stakeholders including elected officials, conservation 
groups, recreation organizations, hunting & fishing groups, and local businesses have shown their 
support for these areas.  

The existing roadless rule is a balanced policy which includes common sense for temporary or 
other actions relating to road building for wildfire response, public health and safety, cleaning up 
toxic waste, existing mineral leases, federal highway projects, ecosystem restoration and habitat 
protection.  

Roadless protections are one of the last, best tools we have to protect our remaining old-growth 
forests, salmon streams, clean drinking water, and backcountry recreational areas. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
Jesse Salomon 
State Senator, 32nd Legislative District 
Washington Senate 
 
Zach Hall 
State Representative, 5th Legislative District 
Washington House of Representatives 
 
Julia Reed 
State Representative, 36th Legislative District 
Washington House of Representatives 

Sharon Tomiko Santos 
State Representative, 37th Legislative District 
Washington House of Representatives 
 
Mary Foss 
State Representative, 38th Legislative District 
Washington House of Representatives 
 
Alicia Rule 
State Representative, 42nd Legislative District 
Washington House of Representatives 



Heather Dudley-Nollette 
County Commissioner 
Jefferson County 
 
Christine Rolfes 
County Commissioner 
Kitsap County 
 
Jani Hitchen 
Councilmember  
Pierce County 
 
Robyn Denson 
Councilmember  
Pierce County  
 
Dave Somers 
Executive 
Snohomish County 
 
Megan Dunn 
Councilmember 
Snohomish County 
 
Kaylee Galloway 
Councilmember 
Whatcom County Council 
 
Jon Scanlon 
Councilmember At-Large 
Whatcom County Council 
 
Carolyn Moulton 
Councilmember 
City of Anacortes 
 
Ryan Walters 
Councilmember 
City of Anacortes 
 
Kate Baldwin 
Councilmember 
City of Auburn  
 
Jeff Coughlin, PhD 
Councilmember 
City of Bremerton 
 

Jane Rebelowski 
Councilmember 
City of Bremerton 
 
Sean Smith 
Councilmember 
City of Covington 
 
Adam Olen 
Councilmember 
City of Duvall 
 
Steven Yarbrough 
Mayor 
City of Gold Bar 
 
Chuck Lie 
Councilmember 
City of Gold Bar 
 
Cassie Franklin 
Mayor  
City of Everett 
 
Mary Lou Pauly 
Mayor 
City of Issaquah 
 
Barbara de Michele 
Deputy Council President 
City of Issaquah 
 
Nigel Herbig 
Mayor 
City of Kenmore 
 
Penny Sweet 
Councilmember 
City of Kirkland 
 
Marna Hanneman 
Mayor 
Town of La Connor 
 
MaryLee Chamberlain 
Councilmember 
Town of La Conner 
 



Ellyn Saunders 
Councilmember 
City of Lake Forest Park  
 
Carl Florea 
Mayor 
City of Leavenworth  
 
Zeke Reister 
Councilmember 
City of Leavenworth 
 
Craig W. Reynolds 
Councilmember 
City of Mercer Island 
 
Erin Murray 
Councilmember 
City of Mountlake Terrace 
 
Richard Brocksmith 
Councilmember 
City of Mount Vernon 
 
Richard Emery 
Councilmember 
City of Mukilteo 
 
Owen Rowe 
Councilmember 
City of Port Townsend 
 
Vanessa Kritzer 
President, City Council 
City of Redmond 
 
Jessica Forsythe 
Vice President, City Council 
City of Redmond 
 
Kent Treen 
Councilmember 
City of Sammamish 
 
Kelly Burger 
Councilmember 
City of Sequim 
 

Chris Roberts 
Mayor 
City of Shoreline 
 
Annette Ademasu 
Councilmember 
City of Shoreline 
 
Lee Anne Burke 
Councilmember 
City of Snohomish 
 
Cat Cotton 
Councilmember 
City of Snoqualmie 
 
Troy Meyers 
Councilmember 
City of Westport 
 
Sarah Arndt 
Councilmember 
City of Woodinville 
 
Michelle Evans 
Councilmember, Position 1 
City of Woodinville 
 
Tom Uniack 
Executive Director 
Washington Wild  
 
Brian Stan 
Owner 
Old Stove Brewing Co (Seattle, WA) 
 
Arthur Campbell 
President  
North Central Washington Audubon Society 
(Ellensburg) 
 
David Skiba 
Head Brewer/ Founder  
No Boat Brewing Company (Snoqualmie, WA) 
 
Rick McGuire 
President 
Alpine Lakes Protection Society (ALPS) 



 
Mari and Will Kemper 
Owners  
Chuckanut Brewery (Burlington, WA) 
 
Taylor Gale 
HR & Operations Manager 
Dru Bru (Snoqualmie Pass, WA) 
 
Christopher Palumbo 
Owner CEO 
Logan Brewing Company (Burien, WA) 
 
Ben Avery 
Washington State Director 
Sierra Club Washington Chapter 
 
Becca Gray and Nate Schons 
Co-owners 
Island Hoppin’ Brewery (Orcas Island, WA) 
 
Dan Streiffert 
Conservation Chair 
Rainier Audubon Society (Auburn) 
 
Levi Wyatt 
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager 
Yakima Chief Hops (Yakima, WA) 
 
Frieda Cohan 
Event Director 
Ravenna Brewing Co (Seattle, WA) 
 
Joe Cohen 
Sales Manager 
River Barrel Distributing 
 
Adam Paysse 
Founder/Brewer 
FLOODLAND (Seattle, WA) 
 
Allie Arvizu / Sandeep Nain  
Sales & Marketing Operations / Owner & CEO  
Ascent Outdoors | Ascent Cycles  
 
Kim McDonald 
Founder 
Fish Not Gold 

 
Travis Merrigan 
Co-Founder 
Grayl 
 
Gabriel Villenave 
Managing Partner 
Outer Planet Craft Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Peter Bahls 
Executive Director 
NW Watershed Institute (Port Townsend, WA) 
 
Matt Hanson 
Owner/Brewer  
Whistle Punk Brewing (Spokane, WA) 
 
John Bridge 
President 
Olympic Park Advocates (Sequim, WA) 
 
Robert Kaye 
Chair, Conservation Committee 
North Cascades Audubon Society (Bellingham, 
WA) 
 
Jacob Young 
Owner 
Old Schoolhouse Brewery (Winthrop, WA) 
 
Glenn Ekberg  
Vice President 
Vancouver Wildlife League (Vancouver, WA) 
 
Andrew Schwartz 
Co-Owner 
Human People Beer (Seattle, WA) 
 
Nick Ladd & Jessie Quan 
Co-owners 
Ladd & Lass Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Paul Fish 
Owner 
Live To Play, LLC (Spokane, WA) 
 
Caitlin Singer 
Sustainability Coordinator 



Georgetown Brewing Company (Seattle, WA) 
 
Craig Nobley 
CEO 
Lighthouse Roasters (Seattle, WA) 
 
Amy Brockhaus 
Deputy Director 
Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust 
 
Layne Carter 
COO 
Aslan Brewing Co. (Bellingham/Seattle, WA) 
 
Mike Runion 
President/Co-Owner 
7 Seas Brewing/Heidelberg Beer (Tacoma, WA) 
 
Susan Chatlos Susor  
President  
Friends of Heybrook Ridge (Index, WA) 
 
Brandon Sly 
President 
North Sound Trout Unlimited (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Kevin and Meghann Quinn 
Co-Owners 
Bale Breaker Brewing Company (Yakima, WA) 
 
Sarah Kliegman  
Co-Executive Director 
Okanogan Highlands Alliance (Tonasket, WA) 
 
John Marti 
Brewer/Owner 
Douglas Lager (Rochester/Tacoma, WA) 
 
Lance Reif 
Owner  
Wildwater River Guides (Leavenworth, WA) 
 
Rosa Vissers & Howard Kuo 
Owners 
Hildegard Ferments & Botanicals (Seattle, WA) 
 
 
 

Dana Ward 
President 
Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society  
(Richland, WA) 
 
Brandon Wiley 
Manager 
Bottleworks (Seattle, WA) 
 
Sam Merrill 
Chair, Conservation Committee 
South Sound Bird Alliance (Olympia, WA) 
 
Pat Hesselgesser 
President  
Yakima River Headwaters Chapter Trout 
Unlimited (Roslyn, WA) 
 
Doug and Amy Burghart 
Owners 
Mighty Pine Brewing (Port Townsend, WA) 
 
Leslie Shore/Rachel Verhey-Goicoechea 
Brewery Consultant and Project Managers 
Cold Stream Malt & Grain Co. (Tekoa, WA) 
 
Philip Fenner 
President  
North Cascades Conservation Council 
 
Betsy Gross 
Convener 
Whatcom Undaunteds Indivisible Group 
(Whatcom County, WA) 
 
Rachel Baker 
Forest Program Director 
Washington Conservation Action 
 
Art Wolfe 
Conservation Photographer 
Art Wolfe, Inc. 
 
Ray Kwan and Barry Chan 
Co-Owners 
Lucky Envelope Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
 



Erik and Marine Bjornsen 
Owners 
Winthrop Mountain Sports (Winthrop, WA) 
 
Jack Guinn  
Co-Owner  
Hellbent Brewing Company (Wenatchee/Seattle, 
WA) 
 
Sarah Shaffer 
Executive Director  
Wenatchee Outdoors (Wenatchee, WA) 
 
Nicole White 
Chair, Conservation Committee  
Spokane Mountaineers (Spokane, WA) 
 
Lauren Hipp, Lisa Huang, Matt Hipp, Thomas 
Furey 
Owners 
Halcyon Brewing Co (Seattle, WA) 
Nicholas Berger 
Founder 
The Good Society Brewery (Seattle, WA) 
 
Steve Luke 
Head Brewer & Founder 
Cloudburst Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Robert “Beaux” Bowman 
Founding Brewer/Co-Owner 
Black Raven Brewing (Redmond/Woodinville, 
WA) 
 
Justin Gerardy 
Owner 
Standard Brewing Co (Seattle, WA) 
 
Mark Boyar 
President 
Middle Fork Outdoor Recreation Coalition 
 
Brad Benson, Lara Zahaba, and Robyn 
Schumacher 
Co-Owners 
Stoup Brewing (Seattle/Kenmore, WA) 
 
 

Brad Benson  
President 
Stoup Distro 
 
Joseph Bogaard 
Executive Director 
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition 
 
Lee First 
President 
Twin Harbors Waterkeeper (Rochester, WA) 
 
Eddie Espinosa 
Executive Director 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance 
 
Susan Saul 
Conservation Chair 
Vancouver Audubon (Vancouver, WA) 
 
Janet Strong 
President  
Grays Harbor Audubon Society (Montesano, WA) 
 
Timothy Manns 
Conservation Chair 
Skagit Audubon Society (Mount Vernon, WA) 
 
Mary Porter-Solberg 
Member 
Olympic Peninsula Audubon (Sequim, WA) 
 
Steve Loitz 
President 
Kittitas Audubon Society (Ellensburg, WA) 
 
Colleen Kuehl  
Owner 
Wander Brewing & ROAM Coffee & Beer 
(Bellingham, WA) 
 
Bret Gordon 
Co-owner/Head Brewer 
Lumberbeard Brewing (Spokane, WA) 
 
Joshua Morris 
Conservation Director 
Birds Connect Seattle (Seattle, WA) 



Andy Gundel 
Owner 
Urban Family Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Adam Kieffer 
Events & Social Media Director 
Fremont Brewing/Pike Brewing/Lost Lake Cider 
(Seattle, WA) 
 
Susan Hutton 
Executive Director 
Whatcom Million Trees Project (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Andrew Puhl 
Policy Volunteer 
American Alpine Club - Cascade Section 
 
Matt Rowe 
Head Brewer 
Fair Isle Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
William E. Derry 
President 
Pilchuck Audubon Society (Everett, WA) 
 
John McGlenn 
President  
Washington Wildlife Federation 
 
Michael Townshend 
Brewer/Owner 
Wildland Coop Brewery (Green Bluff, WA) 
 
David Van Cleve 
President  
Yakima River Runners (Yakima, WA) 
 
Jeff Kish 
Executive Director 
Pacific Northwest Trail Association (Sedro-
Woolley, WA) 
 
Wayne Jehlik 
Co-owner/Head Brewer 
Obec Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
 
 

Chris Danforth 
VP of Marketing & Sales // Co-Owner 
Icicle Brewing Company (Leavenworth, WA) 
 
Colette Boilini and Derek Brown 
Co-owners 
Bizarre Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Dennis Doyle 
President 
Mount Baker Club (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum 
President 
Friends of Grays Harbor (Grays Harbor, WA) 
 
Michael Morrison  
Board Chair 
Pacific Rivers 
 
Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran 
Owners 
Watershed Pub & Kitchen (Seattle, WA) 
 
Mike Mercer, Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran 
Owners 
Watershed FC (Tukwila, WA) 
 
Steve Erickson 
Ecologist 
Frosty Hollow Ecological (Langley, WA) 
 
Greg Macaulay 
Owner, Brewer 
Distant West (Seattle, WA) 
 
Rachel Vasak 
Executive Director 
Whatcom Land Trust (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Andy Roy 
Co-Owner 
Roy Farms (Moxee, WA) 
 
David Van Cleve 
ConservationChair  
Cascadians 
 



Drew Colpitts  
Owner/Master Brewer 
Seapine Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Jill Silver 
Executive Director 
10,000 Years Institute (Forks, WA) 
 
Pat Hesselgesser 
Council Chair 
Washington Council Trout Unlimited  
 
Theodore Benson 
Owner 
The Grain Shed (Spokane, WA) 

 
Frank Castro & Shaunn Siekawitch  
Co-Owners 
Bickersons Brewhouse LLC. (Renton/Seattle, 
WA) 
 
Ryan Talbott 
PNW Conservation Advocate 
WildEarth Guardians  
 
Bob Brenlin 
Owner 
Hopvine Tavern/Latona Pub/Fiddlers Inn 
(Seattle, WA) 

 
 

 
i Add reference (According to maps from Outdoor Alliance’s GIS Lab) 


