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Washington Voters Deliver
Defining Win for Climate
Action by Rejecting 1-2117
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On election day, Washingtonians
decisively rejected Initiative 2117,
which sought to repeal our state’s
Climate Commitment Act (CCA),
stripping billions in funding for
climate solutions statewide, and
shifting the burden of covering

the cost of the climate crisis from
polluters to our local communities,
workers, and families. As only the
second cap-and-invest program in

the U.S. and one of the most
progressive climate laws ever
passed by a state legislature,
Washington’s CCA remains a
beacon of hope and a powerful
example of what’s possible when
we choose to act for our planet’s
future. Washington Wild was
proud to join the unprecedented
coalition of nearly 600 Tribes and
local stakeholders, including over
50 craft breweries, in opposition
to [-2117.

HIGHLIGHTS

More than 2,000 Acres of
State Forest Lands Protected
In the 2024 legislative session,
WA Wild championed the Trust
Land Transfer (TLT) program to
protect 2,200 acres managed by
the WA Department of Natural Resources. WA Wild
organized a comment letter signed by 110 elected
officials, businesses, and conservation groups urging
support for the nine proposed projects. Thanks to
this effort, the Legislature unanimously approved
$10.8 million for all nine projects in the capital
budget. Five projects will expand existing Natural
Area boundaries contemplated ten or more years ago.
Most of the projects will protect mature or old-growth
forests that will continue to sequester significant
amounts of carbon every year, contributing to our
state’s carbon storage goals and climate resilience.

Indigenous Climate Project

2 Launched

Through the Indigenous Climate
Project, the partnership between
WA Wild and THIS IS INDIAN

| Ry COUNTRY seeks to amplify
Indlgenous voices and center Traditional Ecological
Knowledge (TEK) in conservation efforts, as both are
essential to solving the climate crisis. The project
filmed nearly 30 interviews with Tribal leaders,
stewards, and elders from 14 Native communities
across the Northwest, developed a corresponding
“Tribes and Climate Change” middle school
curriculum utilizing those oral histories to educate
youth across the state, and produced a feature-length
documentary, Climate Story. Supported by a formal
resolution from the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest
Indians (ATNI), these invaluable resources are
available to all at thisisindiancountry.org.









