
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 6, 2024 

 

Nicole Cordon 

730 Jackson Place 

Council of Environmental Quality 

Washington DC. 20503 

 

RE: America the Beautiful Freshwater Challenge WA Brewery Support  

Dear Ms. Cordon, 

The undersigned 50 Washington state breweries, hop growers, maltsters, pubs, and beer 

distributors support The America the Beautiful Freshwater Challenge: A Partnership to Conserve 

and Restore America’s Rivers, Lakes, Streams, and Wetlands. This program announced on Earth 

Day by the White House sets a bold, new national goal to protect, restore, and reconnect 8 million 

acres of wetlands and 100,000 miles of our nation’s river and streams. 

Our nation’s lakes, rivers, streams, estuaries, and wetlands are fundamental to the health, 

prosperity, and resiliency of our communities and held sacred by many Tribal Nations. They are 

the sources of clean, fresh drinking water that flows into the taps of our homes. Salmon and Orca 

whale populations depend on the freshwaters that flow into Puget Sound for essential habitat to 

support future recovery. Marshes and wetlands soak up excess water when it storms and floods. 

Lakes, wetlands, and underground aquifers help store clean water for times of drought. Coastal 

estuaries protect communities against storm surges, and provide habitat for animals, plants, and 

fish that sustain economies and help feed communities. By absorbing and storing carbon, our 



nation’s waterways, and wetlands – and the forests, grasslands, and farmlands they nourish – 

also play a critical role in the fight against climate change. And importantly, our lakes, rivers, 

streams, and wetlands are places families play, fish, hunt, and enjoy the wonders of the outdoors. 

We support past and future efforts to provide meaningful and enduring protection for rivers, 

streams, and waterways in Washington State. This includes Wild & Scenic Rivers, Outstanding 

Resource Waters, Wilderness, and other designations combined with efforts to uphold protections 

in the Clean Water Act and state statutes. Some examples of past and future rivers & streams 

protection include the following: 

• Nearly 1,000 miles of rivers and streams in the Green, Cascade, and Napeequa Rivers 

designated as Outstanding Resource Waters by the Washington Department of Ecology 

in 2023 

• Over 50 miles of the Middle Fork Snoqualmie River, Pratt River, and Illabot Creek 

designated as Wild and Scenic Rivers in 2014 

• More than 460 miles of rivers on the Olympic Peninsula proposed for Wild and Scenic 

River protection as part of the Wild Olympics legislation now pending in Congress.  

Beer is 95% water and access to clean water is essential to brewing and the beer industry as a 

whole. Washington State is one of the most robust, diverse, and high-quality beer making regions 

in the world. That is due to brewing talent, locally grown hops/barley, and the pristine mountain 

water that much of the state enjoys. By protecting rivers, lakes, streams, and wetlands, we are 

allowing our Washington breweries to continue to make the delicious lagers and ales that are 

emblematic of our region.  

Sincerely,  

 
Chris Chappell 
Brewshed® Alliance Director 
Washington Wild  
 
Brian Stan 
Owner 
Old Stove Brewing Co (Seattle, WA) 
 
Brandon Wiley 
Manager 
Bottleworks (Seattle, WA) 
 
Joe Cohen 
Sales Manager 
River Barrel Distributing 
 
David Skiba 
Head Brewer/ Founder  
No Boat Brewing Company (Snoqualmie, WA) 
 
Craig Nobley 
CEO 
Lighthouse Roasters (Seattle, WA) 

John Marti 
Owner/Brewer 
Lowercase Brewing/Douglas Lager 
(Seattle/Tacoma, WA) 
 
Mari and Will Kemper 
Owners  
Chuckanut Brewery (Burlington, WA) 
 
Ron Swarner 
Owner 
Peaks & Pints (Tacoma, WA) 
 
Scott Houmes 
Owner 
Silver City Brewery (Bremerton/Silverdale, WA) 
 
Rosa Vissers & Howard Kuo 
Owners 
Hildegard Ferments & Botanicals (Seattle, WA) 
 
 
 



Dave Riddile 
Co-Founder/Director of Marketing and Operations 
Here Today Brewery & Kitchen (Seattle, WA) 
 
Layne Carter 
Operations Manager 
Aslan Brewing Co. (Bellingham/Seattle, WA) 
 
Kelsey, Ben, Liz & Craig Curran 
Owners 
Watershed Pub & Kitchen (Seattle, WA) 
 
Rodney Hines 
CEO/co-founder 
Metier Brewing Co (Woodinville/Seattle, WA) 
 
Jack Guinn  
Co-Owner  
Hellbent Brewing Company (Seattle, WA) 
 
Brad, Lara and Robyn  
Co-Owners 
Stoup Brewing (Seattle/Kenmore, WA) 
 
Brad Benson  
President 
Stoup Distro 
 
Caitlin Singer 
Sustainability Coordinator 
Georgetown Brewing Company (Seattle, WA) 
 
James Alexander and Bryan Cardwell 
Co-Owners 
Structures Brewing (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Levi Wyatt 
Corporate Social Responsibility Manager 
Yakima Chief Hops (Yakima, WA) 
 
Colin Lenfesty 
Owner/Head Brewer 
Holy Mountain Brewing Company (Seattle, WA) 
 
Ray Kwan and Barry Chan 
Co-Owners 
Lucky Envelope Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Chris Danforth 
VP of Marketing & Sales // Co-Owner 
Icicle Brewing Company (Leavenworth, WA) 
 
 
 

Nicholas Berger 
Manager & CEO 
The Good Society Brewery (Seattle, WA) 
 
Aaron Blonden  
Head Brewer 
Three Magnets Brewing & Self Care NA (Olympia, 
WA) 
 
Lauren Hipp, Lisa Huang, Matt Hipp, Thomas Furey 
Owners 
Halcyon Brewing Co (Seattle, WA) 
 
Kevin and Meghann Quinn 
Co-Owners 
Bale Breaker Brewing Company (Yakima, WA) 
 
Jennifer Barker 
Co-Owner 
Terramar Brewstillery (Bow, WA) 
 
Christopher Palumbo 
Owner CEO 
Logan Brewing Company (Burien, WA) 
 
Sarah Moorman 
Sales & Operations 
Fast Fashion Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Christopher Gass 
Owner/Head Brewer 
YaYa Brewing Company (Spokane, WA) 
 
Matt Hanson 
Owner/Brewer  
Whistle Punk Brewing (Spokane, WA  
 
Colleen Kuehl  
Owner 
Wander Brewing (Bellingham, WA) 
 
Brian Strumke 
Owner 
Stillwater (Grand Mound, WA) 
 
Frieda Cohan 
Event Director 
Ravenna Brewing Co (Seattle, WA) 
 
Amber Watts 
Owner 
Garden Path Fermentation (Burlington, WA) 
 
 



Nick Ladd & Jessie Quan 
Owners 
Ladd & Lass Brewing (Seattle, WA) 
 
Scott Holm 
Owner 
Chainline Brewing Company (Kirkland, WA) 
 
Bob Brenlin 
Owner 
Latona Pub/Hopvine Tavern/Fiddlers Inn (Seattle, 
WA) 
 
Shane Johns  
Managing Partner/Head Brewer 
E9 Brewing Co (Tacoma, WA) 
 
 
 

Grace and Adam Robbings 
Owners 
Reuben's Brews (Seattle, WA) 
 
Adam Paysse 
Founder/Brewer 
FLOODLAND (Seattle, WA) 
 
Robert “Beaux” Bowman 
Founding Brewer/Co-Owner 
Black Raven Brewing (Redmond, WA) 
 
Alex Dittmar 
President 
Airways Brewing (Kent, WA) 
 
Matt Rowe 
Head Brewer 
Fair Isle Brewing (Seattle, WA) 

 


