CITY OF ANACORTES
Laurie Gere, Mayor
904 6th Street Anacortes, WA 98221
www.anacorteswa.gov

April 7, 2021
The Honorable John Horgan
P.O. Box 9041 STV PROV GOVT
Victoria, B.C. V8W9E1 Canada

David Caughill, Regional Director
BC Southwest Mines Division
P.O. Box 9395, STN PROV GOVT
Victoria, B.C. V8W9M9 CA

Re: Comments on Imperial Metals Corp. 0700195 – Giant Copper permit request
Dear Premier Horgan and Director Caughill,
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. The City of Anacortes is writing to express
our grave concern about Imperial Mining Corporation’s mining proposals in the upper Skagit River
watershed area known as the “Donut Hole” and the impacts these proposals will have on our
community, environment, and future. I have attached Resolution 3027 from the Anacortes City
Council asking that you deny the Imperial Metals Corporation’s proposals and work to permanently
protect the “Donut Hole”.
The City of Anacortes is a regional water provider that serves over 65,000 residential, commercial, and
industrial customers in the Skagit and Island County communities. The City holds the largest and
oldest non-tribal uninterruptible water rights in the lower Skagit River. The City’s regional customers
include the Skagit Public Utility District, the City of Oak Harbor which serves the U.S. Naval Air
Station at Whidbey Island, the Town of LaConner, the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, the
residents of Anacortes, and the Andeavor and Shell Refineries. The City produces an average 20
million gallons (75.7 million liters) of clean water each day from a state-of-the-art water treatment
plant located on the Skagit River at Mount Vernon, which it distributes through 210 miles of pipe.
The City has planned for future growth projections in the area and is capable of producing up to 55
million gallons of water per day.
The City very closely monitors any upstream risk to the Skagit River which could impact the City’s
water supply. The City is very concerned about the heavy metals and acidic water that could be
released by mining effluent, which could introduce arsenic, copper, lead, aluminum, mercury, and
other toxics into our water supply. The City’s concern is heightened by the fact that Imperial Metals
Corporation was responsible for a catastrophic failure in 2014 when its Mount Polley Mine tailings
pond collapsed, spilling 25 billion liters of contaminated materials into drinking water and salmon
habitat. Regardless of Canadian mining regulations, the City’s $70 million treatment facility
constructed in 2013 is not equipped to handle heavy concentrations of this type of contaminants.
Therefore, if this project is allowed to move forward and contaminates the Skagit River, the City will
have to cease operation of its water treatment plant and find a new way to provide water to the
community. This is an unacceptable risk to the lives and livelihoods of an entire region.

Maintaining and improving the quality of life reflecting community expectations through a focus on
public participation and employees-mayor-council teamwork.

Further this proposal poses an unacceptable risk to the critical instream resources in the Skagit. The
City has worked closely for many years with local partners to protect and preserve salmon habitat.
The salmonid species that live in the Skagit are an integral part of the culture, history, ecosystem, and
economy of the entire area. The heavy metals commonly produced by mining effluent are potentially
lethal to these species. Tribes, agencies, and community partners have worked tirelessly for many
years and spent millions of dollars to bring these species back from the brink of extinction. The Skagit
River basin is the last, best hope to recover diminishing salmon populations and we simply cannot
allow one proposal to erase all of that important work.
The current proposals should be denied. But the area known as the “Donut Hole” will not be
protected permanently unless the mining extraction and development rights in the are are
extinguished. The Skagit River is the third largest river on the west coast of North America. Its
resources are unique and vital to the communities that surround it. The City therefore strongly
encourages every effort to close the “Donut Hole” by foreclosing future threats to the area posed by
requests for mining extraction and development permits.
The City asks that you deny the 5-year exploration permit requested by the Imperial Metals
Corporation. Our community’s future depends on it. We also ask that you work with stakeholders
and agencies to close the “Donut Hole” and protect this area for future generations. We would be
happy to provide any information that might be helpful in supporting your decision. Thank you for
your careful consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,

Laurie Gere, Mayor
City of Anacortes
Cc:
Honorable Bruce Ralston, Ministry of Energy, Mines & Low Carbon Innovation Contacts
Honorable Katrine Conroy, Minister of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development
Honorable George Heyman, MLA
Grand Chief Stewart Phillip, Union of BC Indian Chiefs President
Honorable Jay Inslee, WA Governor
Honorable Jenny Durkin, Seattle Mayor
Honorable Patty Murray, US Senator
Honorable Maria Cantwell, US Senator
Honorable Suzan DelBene, US Representative
Honorable Rick Larsen, US Representative
Chris Tunnoch, Canada Secretary, SEEC & Manager Strategic Initiatives, MFLNRO & RD
Kate Engel, USA Secretary, SEEC
Jennifer R. Washington, Chair Upper Skagit Indian Tribe
Steve Edwards, Chair Swinomish Indian Tribal Community
Tom Wooten, Chair Samish Indian Nation
Richard Brocksmith, Skagit Watershed Council
Kevin Murphy, Skagit Council of Governments
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RESOLUTION NO. 3027

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

ANACORTES OPPOSING THE IMPERIAL METALS CORPORATION' S
EXPLORATORY MINING PERMIT AND URGING PERMANENT

PROTECTION OF THE SKAGIT HEADWATERS IN BRITISH
COLUMBIA

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes is a noncharter code city pursuant to Chapter 35A.02 of the
Revised Code of Washington, incorporated as a city in the State of Washington in 1891; and

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes currently holds the oldest and largest uninterruptible water
rights in the lower Skagit River, which provides the right to divert approximately 55 million
gallons per day; and

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes uses its water rights to serve over 65, 000 residential,
commercial, and industrial customers, including the Skagit Public Utility District No. 1, the City
of Oak Harbor, Washington and United States Naval Air Station at Whidbey Island, the Town of
LaConner, Washington, the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, the City of Anacortes, and the
Andeavor and Shell Refineries at March' s Point; and

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes constructed a $ 70 million state- of-the- art water treatment
plant in Mount Vernon, Washington in 2013, which is designed with the capacity to withdraw
the full amount of the City' s water right using the latest technologies to minimize environmental
impact and prepare for the impacts of climate change; and

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes is very concerned about the Imperial Metals Corporation' s
proposals in the upper Skagit River to explore mining metals within the unprotected" Donut
Hole" because of the potential release of mining effluent into the waters of the Skagit, potentially
contaminating the River with toxins such as arsenic, copper, lead, aluminum, and mercury; and
WHEREAS, if the Imperial Metals Corporation' s activity leads to the release of such
contaminants, the City' s water treatment plant could be forced to cease operations because it

does not have the capability of treating water with heavy concentrations of copper, lead,
aluminum, mercury, and arsenic, potentially leaving 65, 000 people and businesses without
water; and

WHEREAS, the Imperial Metals Corporation caused what has been described as the worst

mining disaster in B. C. history when its Mount Polley Mine tailings pond collapsed in 2014,
discharging 25 billion liters of contaminants into nearby drinking water and salmon spawning
grounds; and
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WHEREAS, the Skagit River is the third largest river system on the West coast of North

America and is the last, best hope for recovery of six species of endangered salmonids; and

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes has supported and worked with community partners to
support salmon recovery because of their ecological, cultural, and economic value; and

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes adopted its Comprehensive Plan in 2016 pursuant to the
Washington State Growth Management Act at 36. 70A of the Revised Code of Washington,

which forms the strategic plan for the future of the City through 2036, and the City' s plans to
accommodate and serve projected growth for coming decades rely on the health of the Skagit
River for its resources and ecological value; and

WHEREAS, the City of Anacortes encourages the protection of this critical resource for future
generations and urges its permanent protection by eliminating the " Donut Hole"; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Anacortes,
Washington, that:

Section 1.

Opposition to Imperial Metals Permit. With this resolution, the City
Council of the City of Anacortes expresses its strong opposition to the Imperial Metals
Corporation' s permit proposal to explore for gold in the Skagit River headwaters in
British Columbia.
Section 2. Request to Protect" Donut Hole".

The City Council of the City of
Anacortes urges all levels of government of both the Province of British Columbia and
the State of Washington to diligently work to permanently protect that area in the
headwaters of the Skagit River known as the " Donut Hole" by extinguishing all mineral
extraction and development rights in the area.

INTRODUCED, PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF ANACORTES on this 5th day of April 2021.

Auk, Avt,
LAURIE M. GERE, MAYOR

Approved as to form and legality:
Darcy Swetnam, WSBA# 40530

City Attorney
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ATTEST:

4L-j&
Steve D. Hoglund,

;)
City

Clerk Treasurer

