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February 1, 2021 
 
Javier Valdez 
Chair 
House State Government & Tribal Relations Committee 
306 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
 
Mike Volz 
Ranking Minority Member 
House State Government & Tribal Relations Committee 
427 John L. O'Brien Building 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600 
 
RE: Support for HB 1372 
 
Dear Chair Valdez and Ranking Member Volz: 
 
I am writing on behalf of Washington Wild in support of HB 1372 which would replace the Marcus 
Whitman statue in the national statuary hall collection with a statue of Billy Frank Jr. This letter serves as 
written testimony submitted to the committee as part of the record for the February 1, 2021 hearing on 
this bill. 
 
Washington Wild is a 501c3 nonprofit organization in Washington State focused on protecting 
Washington’s wild lands and waters for current and future generations.  
 
Over the past few years Washington Wild has invested renewed effort to understand and respect tribal 
treaty rights and lifeways as we work to achieve our mission. This has resulted in more in depth and 
significant meetings with local tribes and a better understanding of how we can find common ground 
with Tribes to protect our wild places.  
 
For the last 40 years, Washington Wild has worked to protect mountains, forests, rivers, and coastlines 
throughout Washington State because of their beauty, benefits, and inherent value. However, for 
thousands of years native Tribes have revered, stewarded, and relied on wild places and native plants 
and animals. These Tribal peoples have always lived here and will remain present and culturally vibrant 
for many generations. 
 
In recognition of the shared interest in our wild places and wildlife, Washington Wild’s board of 
directors passed a resolution in 2019 supporting a better understanding of tribal treaty rights and tribal 
lifeways to guide and enhance our work and conservation efforts. Over the past several years, 
Washington Wild has joined Tribes in the support of several proposals including the translocation of 
mountain goats to the North Cascades, reform of motorized suction dredge mining, support for salmon 
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and Orca recovery efforts, and opposition to logging and mining threats in the Skagit River headwaters. 
We look forward to continuing to explore the common ground around protecting our natural resources 
and wild places and sharing the story of tribal rights and lifeways. 
 
Washington Wild joins a broad group of Tribes, conservation groups, political leaders and others who 
support HB 1372 to honor the incredible legacy that Billy Frank Jr. has left for us to follow. He is a figure 
that united many different organizations in pursuit of protecting our natural resources and educating all 
about the unique relationship and that our local tribes have with the land and water. As he once put it 
so eloquently: 
 

“I don’t believe in magic. I believe in the sun and the stars, the water, the tides, the floods, the 
owls, the hawks flying, the river running, the wind talking. They’re measurements. They tell us 
how healthy things are. How healthy we are. Because we and they are the same. That’s what I 
believe in.” 
 

Billy Frank Jr. was born in Washington on March 9, 1931 and was a Nisqually tribal member.  He was 
known for his commitment to protecting the endangered salmon and his efforts to protect the treaty 
rights guaranteed to Washington tribes and tribal members.  The treaties contained language which 
secured for the tribes the right to fish at all usual and accustomed grounds and stations.  Billy Frank Jr. 
helped to organize "fish-ins" and demonstrations to reassert the tribal fishing rights that were reserved 
in the treaties.  These events eventually led to what is known as "The Boldt Decision" in United States v. 
Washington, a 1974 federal court case that reaffirmed tribal rights to harvest salmon and steelhead and 
established treaty tribes as comanagers of Washington fisheries. 
 
Billy Frank Jr. served as Chair of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission for nearly 30 years.  He was 
involved in the restoration of the Nisqually River Delta, a project which removed the dike system that 
held back seawater and was a step in the recovery of habitat for wildlife.  In 1974, the Nisqually National 
Wildlife Refuge was established to protect the delta and the diversity of fish and wildlife habitats.  
 
Billy Frank Jr. received several awards, including the Common Cause Award for Human Rights Efforts, 
the Albert Schweitzer Prize for Humanitarianism, the American Indian Distinguished Service Award, the 
2006 Wallace Stegner Award, and the Washington State Environmental Excellence Award.  In 2015 Billy 
Frank Jr. was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama.  
Billy Frank Jr. died on May 5, 2014, at the age of 83. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Tom Uniack 
Executive Director 
   


