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To the Chehalis Basin Board, the Department of Ecology, and Anchor QEA:

We, the undersigned businesses, organizations, officials, and individuals, stand with the
Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis and the Quinault Indian Nation in opposition to the
construction of a dam on the upper Chehalis River above the town of Pe Ell, Washington. While
we empathize with basin citizens whose livelihoods and property have been impacted, the
proposed dam is not a sustainable or practical solution to the devastating floods impacting
communities throughout the Chehalis Basin.



Construction of the proposed dam will provide only a minimal flood reduction benefit for a
limited number of residents in a small portion of the basin. Nor will it protect residents from the
most devastating flood levels such as those experienced during the 2007 event. Residents and
businesses in the lower basin, and along other flood-prone Chehalis River tributaries would not
receive any benefit from the proposed dam. We cannot rationalize the expenditure of over $628
million on a project that will not address a problem that all basin residents face.

At a time when wild salmon and steelhead runs are in rapid decline across the Pacific Northwest,
the Chehalis Basin remains one of Washington’s last best chances to get salmon recovery right.
Construction of the proposed dam however, with its associated support infrastructure, would
decimate the opportunity for salmon in the Chehalis Basin to return to their once thriving historic
population levels. A few of the significant impacts the proposed dam would have on salmon
include the destruction of over 12 miles of riparian habitats, elimination of critical spawning and
rearing habitat for spring Chinook and steelhead, and the increase of river temperatures to near
lethal levels.

The impacts are not relegated to just salmon but will also have significant impacts on wildlife
species and recreationists. Wildlife impacts include chronic disturbance during the proposed 5-
year construction period, loss of breeding habitat and migratory corridors and a reduction in food
resources for the already endangered Southern Resident Killer Whales. Additionally, the
proposed structure would eliminate 12 miles of recreational boating opportunity and significantly
decrease the fishability of the Chehalis due to both a lack of access and a decline in salmon and
steelhead populations identified above.

The flooding problems we face are not new. They are over one hundred years in the making.
While there is not a one-size-fits all solution, there is an urgent need to act now to make changes
that will set success into motion. We support implementation of a comprehensive local actions
alternative that includes:

Elevating homes, businesses, and utilities so they are above floodwater levels
Acquiring flood-prone properties and preventing additional floodplain development.
Allowing uninhabited areas to flood, which slows down flood waves heading for settled
areas, stores groundwater for summer use, and restores soil for agriculture.

e Replacing undersized culverts to prevent water from backing up and flooding nearby
homes, buildings, and towns during heavy rain events.

We do not have 10 years to wait. We need to get to work now on solutions that are proven, are a
wise investment, will reduce flood damage risk now, and will help restore the Chehalis Basin for
communities, fish, wildlife, and clean water.



Tom Uniack
Executive Director
Washington Wild

Jessica Helsley
Washington Program Director
Wild Salmon Center

Thomas O’Keefe, PhD
Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director
American Whitewater

Brian Stewart, M.E.S.
Cascades to Olympics Program Coordinator
Conservation Northwest

Rich Simms
Co-founder
Wild Steelhead Coalition

Charlie Clark
Director of Impact
MiiR

J. Michell Swope
Washington regional Coordinator
Native Fish Society

Sophia Ressler

Wildlife Advocate/Staff Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity

Arthur (R.D.) Grunbaum

FOGH (Friends of Grays Harbor)
Amy Grondin

Manger/Member

Duna Fisheries, LLC

Greg Friedrichs
Owner/Operator
F/V Arminta

John McGlenn
President
Washington Wildlife Federation

Donna Osseward
President
Olympic Park Associates

Peter Bahls
Executive Director
Northwest Watershed Institute

Chuck Cheshire
President
Vancouver Wildlife League

Jamie Glasgow
Director of Science
Wild Fish Conservancy

Max Jones
President
Sky Valley chapter of TU, #654



Sam Neuffer
Acting President
Vancouver Audubon Society

Greg Haller
Executive Director
Pacific Rivers

Mike Petersen
Executive Director
The Lands Council

Lunell Haught, PhD
President
League of Women Voters of Washington

Laurie Kerr

Leader

Cascade Volcanoes Chapter of the Great Old
Broads for Wilderness

Howard Garrett
President
Orca Network

Monika Wieland Shields
President
Orca Behavior Institute

Amy Eberling
Executive Director
The Salish Sea School

Whitney Neugebauer
Director
Whale Scout

Colleen Weiler, Jessica Rekos
Fellow for Orca Conservation
Whale and Dolphin Conservation

Dr. Deborah Giles
Science and Research Director
Wild Orca

Deston Denniston
Executive Director
Vet’s Café

Shari Tarantino
President
Orca Conservatory

Lee First
Waterkeeper
Twin Harbor Waterkeepers

John D’Onofrio
Publisher
Adventures Northwest Magazine

LeAnne
Executive Director
Earth Ministries



Paul Fish
President
Mountain Gear, Inc

Philip Fenner
President

North Cascades Conservation Council

Bridget Moran
President
North Sound Trout Unlimited

Art Wolfe
Conservation Photographer
Art Wolfe, Inc.

Michael Foster

Director; Pacific Northwest || India ||
Scandinavia || Yukon

National Outdoor Leadership School

Kim McDonald
President
Fish Not Gold

Janet Strong
President
Grays Harbor Audubon Society

Sue Patnude
Executive Director
Deschutes Estuary Restoration Team

Jennifer Belknap
Co-founder
Rising River Farms

Susan Andersson, Communications Director
Salish Sea Ecosystem Advocates

Jeff Friedman and Alan McGillivray,
Presidents/Kelley Balcomb-Bartok,
Communications Director

Pacific Whale Watch Association

Joseph Bogaard
Executive Director
Save Our wild Salmon Coalition

Larry Brandt
Conservation Committee Chair
Willapa Hills Audubon Society

Jesse Piedfort
Director
Washington State Chapter, Sierra Club

Sam Merrill
Chair, Conservation Committee
Black Hills Audubon Society

Molly Whitney

Executive Director

Cascade Forest Conservancy
Paul Pickett

Olympia Wa



Tammy Domike
Community Organizer
Citizens for a Clean Harbor



