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Dear Friends,

As we near the convergence of several milestone anniversaries,
the Wilderness Act of 1964, the Washington Wilderness Act of
1984 and, of course our own 35th anniversary as the premium
state-wide grassroots Wilderness advocacy organization in the
state of Washington, we look back with some satisfaction at
the conservation gains made within this span of time. We are
proud to recall significant events from our own past.
In its history, Washington Wild has played in invaluable role in permanently protecting over
three million acres of Wilderness. Much of this effort occurred in the 1980’s with the passage of
the 1984 Washington Wilderness Act which resulted in the designation of just over one million
acres throughout the state and the 1988 Washington Parks Wilderness Act which designated
1.7 million acres of new Wilderness in Rainier, Olympic and North Cascades National Parks.
After nearly a decade of garnering local support, the 2008 Wild Sky Wilderness Act became the
first new national forest Wilderness area in Washington State in a quarter century and protected
106,000 acres of mature and old growth forests and salmon spawning streams within 90 minutes
of downtown Seattle. Today we have before Congress active public campaigns in Alpine Lakes
and the Wild Olympics, which will designate nearly 150,000 acres of new Wilderness and 500
miles of Wild & Scenic Rivers.
But what is next and where do we go from here? As Howard Zahniser of the Wilderness Society
and main wordsmith of the Wilderness Act wrote, “The wilderness that has come to us from the
eternity of the past we have the boldness to project into the eternity of the future.”1
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Studies show that there is solid support for the protection of wild lands and waters throughout
the United States. A 2008 Zogby International poll found that “nearly nine in ten Americans
believe that protecting public lands as part of the National Wilderness Preservation System
is important.” Support is bipartisan and “cuts across political parties, regions, age groups,
and ethnic and religious backgrounds.” A 2013 Colorado College State of the Rockies survey
found “that voters in western states heavily factor public lands into their local, state and federal
election choices.” Access to public lands is important to the health of local communities and
funding for these lands should not be cut. On the Olympic Peninsula, where our Wild Olympics
Campaign seeks to protect 126,000 acres of new Wilderness and 460 miles of wild and scenic
rivers, a 2012 study by the Mellman Group found that 64% of the district voters in Washington’s
6th Congressional District support this proposal. There are a lot more people that we need
to talk to about the whys and hows of Wilderness and the importance of our work. Informed
constituencies are more effective constituencies!
Our challenge going forward is to continue to reach out to the majority who support
Washington Wilderness, not only in Alpine Lakes and on the Olympic Peninsula, but also
in the North Cascades and beyond. We must educate and continually remind constituencies
of the importance of this 1964 legislation and the power of our combined voices in enacting
what a majority of Washington citizens want to occur. The task is formidable, and the time and
investment considerable, but the results are permanent for us today and for all the generations
that follow. Our path forward is informed by the roots of our past as we advocate for an exciting
future in the many years to come.
							Yours for a wild Washington,
							Jim
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Dave Foreman, Take Back Conservation (Raven’s Eye Press, Durango, CO, 2012), 206, and Douglas W. Scott, A Wilderness-Forever Future
(Pew Wilderness Center, Washington DC, 2001)

Three Fools Trail, Pasayten Wilderness by Andy Porter Photography

The 1984 Washington Wilderness Act:
A Wilderness Campaign for the Ages
Much of the article below includes text originally written by Karen Fant in the August-September 1984 Washington Wildfire newsletter.

On July 3, 1984, without a flourish, the unlikely hand of
President Ronald Reagan changed the map of the State
of Washington forever. At approximately 11 a.m., Reagan
signed into law the Washington State Wilderness Act
permanently designating more than one million acres of
roadless forests as Wilderness.
In 2014, we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the most
wide-spread designation of Wilderness areas the state of
Washington has ever seen. As we look back, the resulting
19 new Wilderness areas from the Colville National Forest
to the rainforests of the Olympic Peninsula are no more
compelling than the five-year local grassroots campaign
that preceded it.

How It All Began: “The Writing on the Wall”
In 1979, a young Karen Fant saw the writing on the wall
and teamed up with her good friend Ken Gersten to create
the Washington Wilderness Coalition as an engine for a
statewide Wilderness organizing effort. In her own words
she wrote, “The Washington Wilderness Coalition was
formed in 1979 in direct response to the knowledge that
specific organizing in areas adjacent to the major blocks
of unprotected roadless land would prove critical when
the time came for a Wilderness Bill for Washington to be
developed.”

As early as 1979, individual House members began to show
interest in designating new Wilderness areas. In June, Rep.
Joel Pritchard (R-WA01) and Rep. Mike Lowry (D-WA07)
introduced legislation to designate a 280,000-acre Cougar
Lake Wilderness in southwest Washington. The next year,
Rep. Al Swift (D-WA02) introduced a bill to protect a
51,000-acre Boulder River Wilderness in the Stillaguamish
Valley. The bipartisan interest in Wilderness was evident
early on and would only grow as the legislation took shape.
Representative Lowry made his case for protecting
Wilderness at a subsequent Congressional hearing. “We
can act now to save these lands we hold in trust. Silence
and solitude have no second chance. Once these lands
are developed, they cannot return to their former wild
condition
for centuries.
Gigantic cedars
cannot regrow
on eroded
slopes. Salmon
will not spawn
in silted rivers.
Rare birds will
not survive in
uniform tree
2
plantations.”
Boulder River Wilderness by Mark Mahough

Grassroots Organizing Proves Critical
Washington Wilderness Coalition seized the opportunity
to mobilize the public in support of new Wilderness
designations. In May of 1981, both House bills received
House and Senate hearings to which 18 conservationists
flew out to Washington D.C. to testify. A year later at a
separate hearing in Seattle about oil, gas and mineral
leasing existing Wilderness area, there was a swell of
support for new Wilderness designations.
In March of 1983, Senators Slade Gorton (R-WA) and
Henry M. Jackson (D-WA) introduced legislation
in the Senate (S. 837) that would designate 365,000
acres recommended by the U.S. Forest Service and
would consider other roadless areas proposed by
conservationists. The bill was the subject of two
Congressional field hearings in Spokane and Seattle which
drew over 1,200 Wilderness supporters from around the
state and more than 200 witnesses with many more who
gave written testimony.
“But business is not the most important reason I ask
you to give wilderness designation to all the lands in…
S. 837,” said Jim Whittaker at the Seattle Hearing.
“Washington’s wild heritage deserves protection because
it’s there.”
Conservationists had a salmon, caribou and grizzly bear
there to greet attendees and distribute buttons donated
by REI with the slogan, “Americans Need Wilderness.”
Calls in support of Wilderness came from a diverse choir
of voices, including Republicans, faith leaders, Tribes,
biologists, sportsmen, local businesses and unions.

“Silence, solitude, spirituality are religious values that
go hand in hand with the existence of Wilderness,” said
Peter Raible, Unitarian Minister. “The traditional religious
summons was for a tithe of one’s income for spiritual
purposes. It, then, is hardly overambitious to think of
setting simply five percent of the territory of this state into a
sanctuary to allow a place for nurturing of the human spirit.”

Wilderness Advocates Lose a Leader but
Rally On
In September, tragedy
struck with the death of Sen.
Jackson. Discussion among
the Washington congressional
delegation came to a halt as
they mourned one of their
leaders. Former Governor and
Republican Daniel J. Evans
was elected to fill Jackson’s
Senate seat.
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By the end of 1983, the push for Wilderness designation
regained steam. Rep. Lowry introduced the Washington
Wilderness and Fisheries Act which sought to protect 1.5
million acres as Wilderness focusing on the benefits of
Wilderness to sport, commercial and tribal fisheries by
protecting intact watersheds and protecting lowland valleys.
“The health of these species [salmon and steelhead] is crucial
to maintaining the fisheries economy of Washington State
for Indian and non-Indian fisherman,” said Billy Frank Jr.,
Chairman of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
at a congressional hearing. “Senate Bill 837 will aid in the
protection of fisheries habitat.”
In January of 1984, Republican
Governor John Spellman
announced his recommendations
for a package of 800,000 acres
of new Wilderness and other
designations, including a Cascades
Scenic Highway corridor near
North Cascades National Park.
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“Needs projections for resident and
non-resident use show that existing
land designations are insufficient
and will become more inadequate
in the next several years,” said
Governor John Spellman in
support of additional Wilderness
designations at one of the 1983
congressional hearings.

The 40-Day Wilderness Chess Game
On January 26, the Washington Delegation met
for the first time in earnest following Jackson’s
death. A 40-day intense negotiation ensued with a
self-imposed deadline of February 29. Two weeks
later Sen. Gorton and Sen. Evans released a set of
maps outlining their “discussion draft.” The draft
would protect 740,000 acres of Wilderness with an
additional 136,000-acre National Recreation Area
in the North Cascades.
The Wilderness campaign roared into high gear.
Wilderness advocates launched an intensive twopronged lobbying campaign. The first entailed
two dozen Wilderness proponents descending
on Washington D.C. armed with maps, photos
and facts to lobby delegation members. The second was a
massive grassroots campaign including a statewide phone
bank aimed at generating an outpouring of mail and phone
calls from back home to support the lobbying efforts in the
nation’s capital.

The Moment of Decision is at Hand
As the February 29th deadline passed, the delegation agreed
to resume a week later and sequestered themselves on
March 6 in the office of House Majority Whip Rep. Tom
Foley (R-WA05). The moment of decision was at hand.
Outside Foley’s office, environmentalists, timber industry
lobbyists, Congressional staffers and reporters paced all
waiting nervously for the verdict.
Inside Foley’s office the delegation members wearily
hammered out one detail after another. They stalled
repeatedly. Intense battles raged over the Clearwater, Lake
Chelan/Sawtooth and the Dosewallips aand Gray Wolf
watersheds. Rep. Pritchard chaired the meeting with an
even hand and Sen. Gorton pressured his colleagues to
complete their task.
At 9 PM, after five intense hours, the delegation members
emerged from Foley’s office, arm-in-arm and smiling.
The deals had been cut and, for better or worse, the major
decisions had been made. It was all over except for the
shouting.
One final political knot needed to be undone. Republican
Chair of the key Senate Committee James McClure
continued to insist on “hard release” language (disallowing
any roadless areas not designated in a bill from being
considered for Wilderness at a later date) for any
Wilderness bill which was unacceptable to the conservation
community. Committee Member Dan Evans and the three
other Republican Senators from Washington and Oregon

Glacier Peak Wilderness by Nathan Johnsen

were determined to see bills for their states pass. He fumed,
“If a keg of dynamite is what is needed, my fuse is lit.” In
May, an agreement was reached on the release issue allowing
S. 837 to pass the Senate Committee and the full Senate on
May 24. On June 18, the House of Representatives followed
suit and the bill was on its way to the President’s desk.

The Washington Wilderness Act, a Legacy
The Washington Wilderness Act of 1984 would ultimately
protect slightly more than one million acres of designated
Wilderness and an additional 100,000 acres of non
-Wilderness including the Mt Baker National Recreation
Area and the North Cascades Scenic Highway. The
legislation protects all or parts of the Boulder River,
Buckhorn, Clearwater, Colonel Bob, Glacier Peak, Glacier
View, Goat Rocks, Henry M. Jackson, Indian Heaven,
Juniper Dunes, Lake Chelan-Sawtooth, Mount Adams,
Mount Baker, Mount Skokomish, Noity-Diobsud, Norse
Peak, Pasayten, Salmo-Priest, Tatoosh, The Brothers,
Trapper Creek, Willian O. Douglas, and Wonder Mountain
Wilderness areas. However, the bill left out signature
landscapes like the Kettle Range, Dark Divide and Eagle
Rock (later designated as the Wild Sky Wilderness) which
broke many conservationists’ hearts. A significantly reduced
deletion of the Hogback Basin from the existing Goat Rocks
Wilderness was also part of the grand compromise.
The passage of the Washington Wilderness Act is a reminder
of what can result from a tremendous outpouring of
citizen support for Wilderness matched with powerful
grassroots organizing and a patient and deliberate campaign
that highlights nontraditional messengers targeted to a
bipartisan Congressional delegation. As we celebrate its
35th anniversary this year, all of Washington still experience
the profound influence it has on the state and on how we
continue to develop Wilderness campaigns today.
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Raising Washington’s Next
Generation of Wilderness
Advocates

While not a clinically recognized condition, the term describes
a complete loss of relationship between a current generation
of kids and their natural, living environment. The concern
was not only for future generations whose mental and
physical health suffered from not connecting to their natural
environment, but for the future of environmental stewardship.
Louv pointed out the top causes of Nature Deficit Disorder
to be a combination of societal trends all working together to
break the bond between kids and nature: loss of open space,
over-exposure to electronic media, an emphasis on organized
team sports as opposed to individualized exploration of the
surrounding environment.
Psychologists, health experts, conservation organizations,
scientists, politicians, and education specialists have all
released research linking negative health effects to kids not
spending time outside, including higher levels of anxiety,
depression, Attention Deficit Disorder, and obesity. And on the
other side of the story, kids who did spend time outside, either
on their own or participating in outdoor education programs,
developed improved interpersonal skills, strong stewardship
ethics, environmental awareness and the ability to learn and
concentrate.1
Today, the phrase,
“Go outside and
play” has taken on
greater meaning than
words that were so
commonly uttered by
parents to their kids
thirty to fifty years ago
to get them out from
under foot during the
summer months. It has
become a prescription
for mental, emotional
and intellectual health.
Photo by Jill Wasberg, WA Wild
1
5Cottrell, S., & Raadik-Cottrell, J. (2010). Benefits of outdoor skills to health, learning and
lifestyle: A literature review: Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies’ North American
Conservation Education Strategy.
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When Richard Louv’s book Last Child in the Woods was
published in 2005, it set off an international alarm regarding
the future of both the planet and of future generations as it
brought to light the broken bond between kids and nature.
After its publication, “Nature Deficit Disorder” became a
household term.

“Nature Deficit Disorder affects the community with youth
lacking opportunities to go outside and explore surrounding
forests and rivers. [This] project invests in Darrington’s two
most valuable resources: it’s youth and environment,” said Oak
Rankin, a Darrington resident who is leading the program’s
efforts. “All children should have the opportunity to explore
and understand their local ecosystems. No child should be left
inside, especially when you are surrounded by this classroom.”

This year, on the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness Act,
Washington Wild prioritizes fifty years in the future and
continuing to get kids outdoors to connect with the natural
environment by protecting the places around the state that will
provide a forum for learning in the wild.

Combatting Nature Deficit Disorder in Washington
State: Class is in Session – on the Sauk River
In the aftermath of the Oso Mudslide and its devastating
effects on the community and the natural environment,
students in Darrington, WA, are holding class outside to learn
more about their immediate natural environment. They are
on the river, in the mudslide zone and in surrounding forests
to better understand the balance in their community between
natural resource industries, environmental protection and
community livelihood.

In July, Darrington rafting company Adventure Cascades, took
students rafting on the Sauk River where students learned how
to take water samples, measure stream flow and turbidity. In
early August, the students then gathered on the banks of the
confluence of Clear Creek and the Sauk River, joined by Sen.
Patty Murray and representatives from Washington Wild,
The Wilderness Society and American Whitewater. They
demonstrated for Sen. Murray and the crowd the knowledge
they had gained in determining turbidity, identifying river
bugs and tying together all the necessary factors that allow for
a healthy river ecosystem.

can serve as an example to other parts of the state as a
youth-focused environmental education program that both
allows kids to invest in helping their community as well as
understand and bond with their natural environment.

The Need for Future Advocates
Washington Wild works to protect next generation of
Wilderness – lower elevation old-growth forests and streams
that support salmon and other wildlife and are accessible
year-round. This mission is highly dependent on also raising
Washington State’s next generation of Wilderness advocates.
Through working with leaders in the state in education,
science and conservation and by continuing to secure
protections that give kids a place to explore and learn about
the natural environment, Washington Wild is helping to raise
the next generation of advocates who will not only understand
the science of healthy ecosystems, but also embody the ethic to
protect these places.

Still in pilot-program stage and working to secure grant
funding, the Darrington Outdoor Youth STEM Pilot Project

First Brewshed® Alliance Beer
Festival was a HUGE Success!
Washington Wild held our first annual Washington Brewshed® Beer Fest on
July 31st at Hale’s Ales Palladium where over 20 brewery partners came out
and poured over 40 different beers! Breweries from all over the state joined
us to show their support for the Brewshed® Alliance’s message that protected
water makes superior beer. The unity, diversity and growing strength of the
Alliance was demonstrated with great success during our first beer fest.

Island Hoppin’ and Aslan brewers Jim Parker, Pat
Haynes and Nate Schons. Photo by Hannah Tappan

In the last six months the Brewshed® Alliance has grown
from 10 to over 25 brewery and beer community partners!
We are excited to announce the Brewshed® Partner Map
available to all Washington Wild members! The map tells
you who our Brewshed® partners are so you can visit them
and collect stickers, stamps and signatures to earn limited
edition Brewshed® swag. Support the Brewshed® with
your next donation and support the breweries by paying
them a visit.

This summer, under the leadership of Sen. Patty Murray
and the City of Darrington, Washington Wild was part of a
coalition of conservation and outdoor recreation organizations
who supported the launching of an outdoor education
program that would both combat Nature Deficit Disorder and
help a community in Washington recover after tragedy.
The program, called the Darrington Youth Outdoor STEM
Pilot Project, integrates STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics) education with place-based
environmental education curriculum. The goals are to develop
in its students leadership skills that will benefit the community
now and in the future and empower the students’ ability to
understand and care for their surrounding environment.
Participants also learn about career paths in the community
that are in the field of natural resource sustainability.
Photo by Hannah Tappan

Thank you to our sponsors of this event, Watershed Pub
and Kitchen and Latona Pub. Email Lyndsay at lyndsay@
wawild.org to be added to the monthly Brewshed® Event
update list. By joining the list today, you can be sure you
don’t miss the second annual Ballard Brewshed® Pub
Crawl next spring or the second annual Brewshed® Beer
fest!
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35 Years of Protecting Washington’s
Wild Lands and Waters (1979-2014)

At 2:30 in the afternoon on September 30, 1979, a few hardy souls met at the College Inn, a favorite local watering hole in Seattle’s
University District. That day, Ken Gersten, Karen Fant, Harold Wood, Janet Stuhr, Dean Fischer, Bruce Folsom, Audrey Newman and
Jon Alexander launched a new organization - The Washington Wilderness Coalition (WWC) - and began to join forces with Wilderness
advocates across the State. Before adjourning the meeting they passed around the hat yielding $7 which began the organization’s treasury.
While the organization’s name has changed to Washington Wild, it has been protecting wild lands and waters in Washington ever since.
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8
protecte d sources of clean
water and better beer.

The Wilderness Act: Still Balancing
Enjoyment and Protection 50 Years Later
protected from most human disturbance
(including trails, commercial or high levels
of recreation) or whether they should be
managed for playgrounds allowing no limits
on recreation and access.
That discourse misses the point. The Act
clearly states in its Statement of Policy (Sect
2) that the answer is not one or the other
but to both protect wild places and provide
access to the American people within reason:
…these shall be administered for the use
and enjoyment of the American people in
such manner as will leave them unimpaired
for future use as wilderness, and so as to
provide for the protection of these areas…
North Cascades National Park by Andy Porter Photography

This September we celebrate the 50th anniversary of
the Wilderness Act of 1964. A half a century later this
remarkable piece of legislation is still serving the American
public admirably.
Like any good law, it focuses on securing benefits for the
American people and providing a policy solution to a
problem facing our society. The need for the Act was laid
out in its very first sentence:
In order to assure that an increasing population,
accompanied by expanding settlement and growing
mechanization, does not occupy and modify all
areas within the United States and its possessions,
leaving no lands designated for preservation
and protection in their natural condition, it is
hereby declared to be the policy of the Congress
to secure for the American people of present and
future generations the benefits of an enduring
resource of wilderness.

However, the charge given by the Wilderness Act
is challenging. Overuse of a trail or area can lead to
unacceptable impacts to the resource or opportunity for
solitude. On the other hand, not providing adequate access
to use Wilderness areas limits the exposure of Americans,
particularly youth, to wild places.
In 2014, these challenges are exacerbated due to record low
agency budgets for trail and road maintenance and increasing
pressures on our natural world fewer and fewer young people
connecting with nature and wild places. Now more than
ever, with rising obesity and a near epidemic disconnection
between youth and wild places, we need Wilderness in the
mosaic of lands that compose our great outdoors.

The system of Wilderness areas the law set up
would look to balance two key goals: (1) allow
for the use and enjoyment of these lands by the
American people; and (2) preserve these lands
and the opportunities they provide for future
generations.
For 50 years, a debate has raged over whether
Wilderness areas should be “locked” up and
9

Black bear in Stephen Mather Wilderness, North Cascades National Park by Andy Porter Photography

Washington Wild spends years (sometimes decades)
advocating for Wilderness designations so that people,
especially future generations, can experience these
incredible areas. We believe that the human experience
was central to the original vision of the authors of the
Wilderness Act. The reason Washington Wild works so
hard to protect wild places as Wilderness, is precisely so
people can enjoy them. As a result we work hard to preserve
and enhance recreational access at the same time.
When drawing proposed Wilderness boundaries for
proposals like Wild Sky, the Alpine Lakes Additions or
Wild Olympics, we reach out and listen
to local stakeholder concerns about
access. These proposals ensure that
existing trailheads remain accessible
and that that access roads are set back
from proposed Wilderness boundaries
by at least 200 feet to allow for future
maintenance and repairs. We also work
with local mountain bike advocates
to draw boundaries that ensure
key riding opportunities continue
outside Wilderness and often with the
protection of a Wild and Scenic River
designation.

coalition to support federal funding to decommission old
and decaying logging roads that do not provide recreational
access but pose ecological risks to our watersheds.
Ultimately we cannot achieve our mission to protect
Washington’s wild lands and waters unless we also preserve
and enhance the recreational access to these incredible
areas. For 35 years in the past and as we look toward the
future, Washington Wild will continue to implement
the standards of the 50-year old Wilderness Act to both
preserve nature and allow for its exploration and recreation.

The focus of proposals like the Wild
Sky and Alpine Lakes additions is
on protecting under-represented
low-elevation forests and watershed
as Wilderness. These areas, mostly
below 3,000 feet in elevation, contain
the ancient forests, salmon spawning
streams and key wildlife habitat.
Equally important is that these lower
elevation forests provide the multiseason family-accessible recreational
opportunities (i.e., hiking, paddling,
climbing, etc.) that have the ability to
connect people to with Wilderness.
Beyond our Wilderness proposals we
work to support maintenance and
repairs of key access roads that provide
the means for people to access the
Wilderness we protect. Washington
Wild has supported the repair of major
access roads on the Mount Baker
Snoqualmie National Forest including
the Suiattle, Index-Galena and Middle
Fork Snoqualmie Roads. At the same
time we work in a funding

Photo by Andy Porter Photography
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Conservation Voices:

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene (D-WA01)

Photo courtesy of Congresswoman Suzan DelBene

One way to measure the strength of a generation is what
they leave behind for the generations that follow. Thanks to
the Wilderness Act of 1964, Washington state has shaped a
powerful legacy by protecting and preserving some of our
most beautiful remaining pristine forests, snow-capped
peaks, and free-flowing wild rivers. The Wilderness Act of
1964 created the National Wilderness Preservation System
and the structure that allows us to designate “wilderness
areas.” It has allowed us to invest in our nation’s future by
preserving our most spectacular and iconic landscapes.
Washington state has taken advantage of this opportunity
in designating 31 individual wilderness areas, totaling more
than 4.4 million acres. Our state ranks fifth in the U.S. in
designated wilderness acreage.1 What’s more, proposals
that are currently being considered in Congress include an
additional 150,000 acres of proposed wilderness areas. If
designated, Washington will vault past Arizona and Idaho
to rank third, behind only California and Alaska.
Like any lasting legacy, the National Wilderness
Preservation System has evolved to meet the country’s
needs over the last century. Thankfully, the Wilderness Act
was written to accommodate these shifts in demand. While
the law’s main focus is preserving our most pristine public
lands and wild places through real and lasting protections,
11
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http://www.wilderness.net/NWPS/chartResults?chartType=AcreageByStateMost

From hiking, fishing, and hunting to camping, climbing,
and winter sports, the market for outdoor recreation has
continued to grow and accounts for more than six million
jobs nationwide. The businesses and jobs created from
outdoor recreation include outdoor touring companies
and guides to the retail clerks at a local fishing and
tackle store. This industry, created in large part because
of protected wilderness, has proven to be an economic
opportunity for our state. According to a 2012 report by
the Outdoor Industry Foundation, the Washington state’s
outdoor recreation industry employs nearly 227,000 people
and generates $22.5 billion in consumer spending every
year. The Wilderness Act’s role in preserving our most
pristine wild lands has helped us leave a legacy for future
generations we can all be proud of, while also strengthening
our local economy in a sustainable way.
In our increasingly busy and connected lives, the open
spaces and public lands protected by the Wilderness Act
help connect us to our vanishing frontier, and they provide
a balance to the congestion and crowds of our everyday
routines. The old-growth forests, alpine lakes, and wild
rivers are fundamental reasons so many of us have elected
to live, work, and play here in the Evergreen State.
Unfortunately, less and less of our young people are getting
outdoors. The statistics are alarming: in a typical week,
only 6 percent of children ages 9-13 play outside on their
own and children 8-18 spend an overwhelming 53 hours
per week using entertainment media. The result is reduced
mobility and exercise, a dramatic rise in obesity rates,
vitamin D deficiency, and other health issues. We need
to address this issue as a community as we continue our
conservation efforts under the Wilderness Act. We in the
Northwest know how important the outdoors are to our
quality of life, and improving our children’s access to them
goes a long way in encouraging active, healthy lifestyles.
Recently, Washington Wild and a coalition of local
conservation and recreation organizations have renewed
efforts to designate the next generation of wilderness and
rivers. Although more than 90 percent of the designated
national forest wilderness areas in Washington state are

Sahale Glacier Camp by Andy Porter Photography

it has evolved to also meet the growing demand for
recreational opportunities, clean water, and preserving
wildlife habitat – all of which are economic engines in the
Pacific Northwest.

limited to scenic mountain tops and icy snow pack, more
recent efforts like the Wild Sky Wilderness (designated in
2008) focus on protecting underrepresented forests and
watersheds below 3,000 feet. These low elevation lands
protect old-growth and mature forests, salmon spawning
streams and other critical wildlife habitats, and family
accessible recreational opportunities throughout the spring,
summer and fall.
I have worked with Congressman Dave Reichert and
Senator Patty Murray to sponsor bipartisan legislation that
protects some of these low elevation forests and watersheds
in my district. The Alpine Lakes Wilderness Additions
and Pratt and Middle Fork Snoqualmie River Act would
add 22,000 acres of low elevation old-growth and mature
forests to the popular Alpine Lakes Wilderness and protect
nearly forty miles of new wild and scenic rivers. I’ve also
introduced legislation to designate over 14 miles of Illabot
Creek, located in the Glacier Peak Wilderness (designated
in 1964 and expanded in 1984), as part of our wild and
scenic rivers system.

are carefully distinguished and separated from proposed
wilderness to ensure that residents and visitors alike can
enjoy these incredible areas. In an example of how Congress
can come together to get something done, legislation that
I introduced to preserve the historic Green Mountain
Lookout near Darrington as a part of the Glacier Peak
Wilderness was passed and signed into law this year. That
legislation ensures that the Lookout will continue to be a
destination for those who have a passion for both nature
and history.
With 2014 marking the 50th anniversary of the Wilderness
Act, let’s take the time to celebrate all that’s been achieved
in conservation over the years, and let’s commit ourselves to
continuing that legacy in the next 50 and beyond.
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene represents Washington’s first
congressional district.

Our collaboration maintains a long tradition of bipartisan
work supporting responsible stewardship of Washington’s
public lands. It follows the trail set by Senators Scoop
Jackson and Warren Magnuson and continued by Senators
Dan Evans and Slade Gorton, and it’s an honor to join in
this spirit of cooperation today.
These proposals are carefully crafted to preserve our
wilderness while keeping it accessible for people to enjoy
today and long into the future. Trailheads and access roads

Photo by Jon Brenner
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Wild Profiles:
Roger Mellem,

Photo courtesy of Roger Mellem

WA Wild Board President
Washington Wild
has benefited greatly
under the leadership
of Board President,
Roger Mellem. Roger
has been instrumental
in strengthening and
expanding the capacity
of the organization by
recruiting new, talented
board members, each of
whom exhibit a strong
dedication to the mission. Under Roger’s leadership,
Washington Wild also hired Jim Hook, Executive Director,
who brings both decades of business and financial
expertise and a background in running an international
conservation organization.
Roger is an attorney at Ryan, Swanson & Cleveland, PLLC,
in Seattle where he prosecutes, defends and resolves
challenging securities, real estate and other commercial
cases on behalf of businesses and individuals. For several
years running Roger has secured sponsorships of Ryan
Swanson & Cleveland for Washington Wild’s annual
dinner and auction, Wild Night Out, and has also engaged
the firm in sponsoring Washington Wild’s annual fall
house party.
Roger first became involved with Washington Wild when it
was founded 35 years ago by Karen Fant and Ken Gersten,
at which point he became a member. “I have always been
passionate about saving wilderness,” Roger said. “One
of my first experiences of wilderness in Washington was
taking a spectacular Northwest Outward Bound School
course in the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area in 1973. And
when I was in college at the University of Oregon I helped
save a beautiful, large unroaded valley from logging,
French Pete Valley.” Roger also organized a course called
Introduction to Wilderness that 420 students took for
academic credit.
Roger’s love of the outdoors is intricately connected to
his enjoyment of climbing. In 1974, he did the first ascent
of a 20,120-foot peak in northern Pakistan with the late
wilderness advocate Willi Unsoeld. Roger was an Outward
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Bound instructor for parts of five summers. During the
past three years he has climbed in Ecuador, Nepal, Bolivia
and Portugal. Here in Washington, he enjoys alpine rock
climbing, the Beckey Route on Liberty Bell being his
favorite route, and he has climbed all of the Washington
volcanoes.
Roger graduated from the Honors College of the University
of Oregon. He obtained his first year of legal training at the
Yale Law School and then transferred to the University of
Oregon Law School, where he graduated second in his class.
Roger serves on the Leadership Council of the Yale School of
Forestry and Environmental Studies.
Washington Wild has benefited greatly from Roger’s ties to
environmental and conservation leaders around the state and
his focus on recruiting excellent board members. “Having
a strong staff has enabled us to recruit additional strong
board members,” said Roger. “And we now have members
with national and international responsibilities. I encourage
Washington Wild members to take a look at our website
under ‘About Us’ to learn about the great people we have on
our board and staff.”

Darcey Whitney ,

Washington Wild because she values Washington Wild’s
work to protect unique and valuable lands. Supporting this
work by creating marketing materials keeps her motivated.
“Washington Wild’s mission to bring together diverse
communities and really engage the people who live near
and utilize the lands we need to protect is one of the most
important pieces of conservation – without local and
regional participation and belief in the importance of these
lands to remain wild and natural, conservation is unlikely
to happen. Washington Wild’s work is vital to these
Wilderness campaigns,” she said.
Closest to home for Darcey is the Wild Olympics
campaign. “Living on Bainbridge Island the last year has
given me a new appreciation for the Olympic Peninsula,
and all of the challenging work that has gone into the Wild

Olympics campaign. The collaboration that has happened
in bringing such diverse groups together, groups who do
not always agree on conservation projects, all to support
expanding the protection of amazing area on the peninsula
has been impressive. I love the rainforests and rivers on the
Peninsula; there is something about the moss hanging from
the trees that gets me every time!”
All WA Wild staff enjoy working with Darcey and seeing
what she comes up with for each new project she’s given.
The top qualities you want from your designer are turning
things around in a timely manner, strong creative drive and
a sense of humor so you can deal with mixed deadlines,
last minute edits and other curve balls. Darcey definitely
delivers on all three fronts. Washington Wild thanks her
for her polished graphic design skills and her dedication to
protecting Wilderness and rivers in Washington State.

Washington Wild Updates
Alpine Lakes Bill Clears House Committee!

Mt. St. Helens is No Place for a Mine

WA Wild Volunteer
As Washington Wild’s volunteer
graphic designer, Darcey Whitney
is one of the organization’s most
valuable volunteers today. With her
professional skills and expertise,
she has vastly improved the layout
and readability of the newsletter
and our event materials for Wild
Night Out, the annual dinner and
auction. Darcey also has created
posters for fundraisers and special
Photo courtesy of
events, our Brewshed® partners
Darcey Whitney
map, our members-only hiking
guides and other materials that support the mission of the
organization. If you’ve noticed Washington Wild improving
its look these days, it is thanks to Darcey’s work!
Darcey donates her time in graphic design because as a
former Communications Intern here, she knows how much
this service means to a small organization like Washington
Wild. She currently works full time for Forterra in Seattle,
and throughout this time has continued to volunteer for

Photo by Trevor Ducken

On July 30, 2014, the House Natural Resources
Committee passed by voice vote a handful of public
lands bills including the Alpine Lakes Wilderness
Additions and Pratt and Middle Fork Snoqualmie
Rivers Protection Act (H.R. 361). The committee
action in the House follows the passage of companion
legislation in the full Senate last year creating
considerable momentum for the legislation, which
would protect 22,000 acres of new Wilderness and
designate two Wild & Scenic Rivers. Supporters of
the bill, labeled amendments added in the House
committee as “unnecessary and problematic.” The
Senate and House versions of the bill will need to be
reconciled before reaching the President’s desk. Visit
our website, www.wawild.org, to read more about this
and see all the media coverage.

Photo by Gifford Pinchot Task Force

On July 3, 2014, a federal district court struck down the
federal government’s approval of a controversial mining
exploration project on federal public lands adjacent to
Mount St. Helens National Volcanic Monument. The
court found that the government’s approval of the 900acre project, which included 63 drill holes and would use
5,000 gallons of groundwater per day, violated numerous
federal public land and environmental laws including the
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act. The judge found
that exploratory drilling for minerals was not consistent
with the conservation and recreational management
requirements for the land in question.
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Including:
The 1984 Wilderness Act
Next Generation Wilderness Advocates
The Wilderness Act: 50 Years Later

Join us for Wild Night Out 2014!
October 18, 2014, 5:00 to 9:00 pm
Tickets: $90 /person or $720/table
Contact: jill@wawild.org, 206-633-1992
Purchase tickets:
http://wildnightout.brownpapertickets.com
This year, we celebrate:
50 Years of the Wilderness Act
35 Years of Washington Wild
30 Years of the Washington Wilderness Act

Photo by John Abromowski

Enjoy an evening of hearty appetizers, a delicious dinner and a hosted bar with wine and beer! Bid on exciting and unique
outdoor adventures, getaways, outdoor gear and much, much more!

Thank you to our sponsors
Wild Sky Sponsor
Ryan Swanson Law
Pasaytan Sponsor
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The Wilderness Society

Boulder River Sponsors
COREGIS
Icicle Brewing
Nalani Askov and Pat Gibbon
Abracadabra Printing

Special thanks to Video Sponsor
Armory Pacific
Beer Sponsor
Fremont Brewing

